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Stolpersteine 

 
In our last Newsletter, we reported the laying of 24 Stolpersteine and the fact that those 
of the Lieser family had been stolen.  We can now report that they have been replaced, 
under the watchful eye of the police and that the Stolpersteine of the Rix and Slatner 
families have been properly relaid after they were taken up to allow repairs to the 
footpath .  Dr Z Sladovnik of the Mayor’s Department, who has been enormously helpful 
in this whole project, reported:  

The reconstruction of the Nadrazni street ended so the stones of the family Körner 

were laid today and are protected by the municipal police. 

He also provided the photographs. 
 
Evelyn McGilloway and Bernard Rix also had a plaque fixed in the cemetery hall, in memory of 
their Uncle who died before the war. 
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Lieser Stolpersteine Police supervision. 

 

 
Körner Stolpersteine Police supervision. 

            
Rix plaque in the Ohel Caretaker and his assistant (Michal 

Salomonovič) after erecting the plaque 
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Talks 

 
David recently gave a talk, “Ostrava and its Jews: Destruction and Recreation as a Virtual 
Community” to Thanet & District Reform Synagogue in Ramsgate.  Both Heinz Vogel and 
Victoria Bursa came to check on the accuracy of the story; and it passed the examination!  It 
was shortly afterwards given to the students of the Kurt and Ursula Schubert Institute of 
Jewish Studies at the University of Olomouc.   20 students, including at least one whose 
family came from Ostrava, followed it, in English!   
 
 

Memorial to the Main Synagogue 
 
We reported previously that the memorial to the Jews of Ostrava, erected near the site of the 
destroyed main synagogue, was partly removed, almost certainly for its scrap metal value. 
 
Jiří Hrdina, who has sent us some wonderful old photographs of Ostrava which we have 
reproduced in earlier Newsletters, was behind the design and erection of a temporary memorial 
(Newsletter # 40) and has worked closely with the Ostrava Kehilla on the plans for a new and 
permanent memorial.  We are all very grateful to him for his energy, effort and involvement.  Dr 
Slaninová, the President of the Community, has written about the project in Appendix 1. 
 

 

Temporary Memorial – the marks left 
by the removal of the original bronze 
memorial can be seen. 
 
Jiří Hrdina is on the left of the photo. 

 
The new Memorial is about 10 feet high and 2 feet wide, with a star-shaped aperture through 
which the sunlight will fall onto the inscription.  It will be constructed from Atmofix, a form of mild  
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Steel.  The budget for the whole project is estimated at some CzKr 200,000: (ca. GBP 6000).   
The Community have already raised some of the funds necessary but there will probably be a 
shortfall.  When the plans and costs are finalised we will appeal to our Ostravak network for 
contributions to cover any shortfall in the finances. 
 
 

 Tate Modern and Vítkovice 
 

Lower Area of Vítkovice and the Tate  

by Hana Šústková 

As some of you may know the place where blast furnaces of Vítkovice Ironworks once 
were producing pig iron underwent a big change within last five years. The production 
was stopped in 1998 and the whole roomy space was abandoned. The scrappy bodies 
of extinct furnaces and coke plant with deserted mine were relics of former industrial 
power and glory of Ostrava. 
After privatization in 2003, the new owner Mr. Světlík decided to change the dilapidated 
appearance of famous Ostrava panorama into new one by preserving of the typical look. 
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So till 2015 the blast furnace Nr. 1 was 
changed into an educational trail for 
those interested in iron production and 
industrial history with Bolt Tower on its 
top which decorates the furnace as 
shiny crown and hides inside a café. 
The old gasholder was reconstructed 
into multipurpose convention hall 
called Gong intended not only for 
conferences, conventions, parties, 
concerts but also for gallery of 
contemporary art and with the biggest 
aula for more than 1500 visitors. The 
former energetic exchange station Nr. 
6 developed into industrial museum 
designated especially for children to 
encourage desire for techniques and 
future interest in technical education in 
them. Totally new building by Czech 
architect Josef Pleskot came into 
existence nearby for Science 
Technical Centre. 
 
A former black coal mine Hlubina 
(Tiefbauschacht) is neighboring the 
areal. It stopped its operation in 1991 
and the buildings were from that time 
decaying. During 2013 and 2015 the 
first phase of reconstruction had been 
accomplished and a new artistic and 
creative city quarter emerges.  
 
The project of educational, artistic and 
creative city in Lower Area of Vítkovice 
waked up interest also behind Czech 
borders and among many institutions 
the Tate gallery is the newest potential 
partner for these activities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bolt Tower with the café 
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News of Ostravaks 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanna Slome 
 
Hanna wrote a lovely email to us recently: 
 

I suppose being 90 years old the people who may have known me were also children at the 

time - and had no more memories of the older generation.  So forgotten are the Maccabi 

events in the Tatra Mountains and the weekly hike to the Bezkydy mountains - skiing, and 

fun.   Thank you for all your attempts to bringing these memories alive.   They positively 

are in my mind. 

  

Le Shanah Tova -  may you be blessed in this coming year for all the good you have 

accomplished -  The best to all of you - home away from home!!!   

 Love, Hanna 

 
Celia Harper (Korner, Kohn) 
 
Shosh Dubb in Israel passed on our contact information to her distant cousin, Celia, 
in Australia.  Our fame continues to spread!  Celia wrote to us: 
 

I am writing to you after my 2nd maybe 3rd cousin in Israel forwarded your Ostrava 

newsletter.  (Her name is Shosh Dub nee Brauner) 

My maiden name is KORNER – and I am the daughter of Dr Nils KORNER.  I live in 

Sydney Australia where my father’s family fled to in the late 1930’s from Ostrava.  The 

Korner family were involved in the Mining Industry in Ostrava in the early 30’s. 

I was particularly drawn to your newsletter where on Page 5 Emil & Erna Korner were 

referred to.  I’m not sure (probably not)  if they are any relative of mine – although what I 

do know is that there was both an Emil Korner & Erna Korner in my family.  My 

Grandfather Ernst KORNER was 1 of 9 children: 
JULIUS 
BENAU 

EMIL 
ERNST 
Edmund 

Zipora Nir, Arieh Rufeisen 
 
George Löwy wrote: 
 
…informing you that Arje Rufeisen died on October 4, 2014.   
I also want to inform you that Zipora Nir, nee Löwinger, died on May 8 , 2014. 
She was a classmate of Arje Rufeisen and me in Ostrava.  We all went to the 
Jewish Elementary School. 
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ROBERT (Married Erna 2nd marriage) 
GRETE 

ERNESTINE 
FRIDA 

My side of the Korner’s did change their name at some stage from Kohn (not exactly sure 

when this happened).   

I’d be most grateful if you had any further information on the family 

I appreciate your help. 

 

Our indefatigable Libuše has found further biographical details but we would like to 
know more about them.  Do you have any information about the?  If so, please let 
Monica or David know. 
 
Hodaya Minke 
 
Hodaya (see Newsletter #40) has written a brief family history: 
 

My first time in Ostrava. 
My grandmother Irene Resel Spitzkopf was born in 1903 in Mährisch-Ostrau, the German name 

of Ostrava.  

 

In 1905 she moved with her mother, Auguste Spitzkopf, nee 

Bodenstein, and her sister Sophie to Hamburg /Germany. 

Miracoulously my mother and grandmother survived the Shoa in 

Hamburg, where I later grew up. Since nothing much is known 

about the whereabouts of my grandmother’s family, I always had 

in mind to visit her birthtown Ostrava to look for roots. But never 

did. 

In 2008 I made Aliya to Israel and in 2015 I met a young Czech 

student from Ostrava in Jerusalem. I took this as a sign, it was 

time to go.  

 

We arrived in August and drove into the city from the industrial 

end. I knew that Ostrava was an industrial city but I did not 

imagine it would look so dusty and dark. We stayed in a bed-and-breakfast in a funny 

neighbourhood and the owner asked us to always lock the door for security reasons. 

Despite all I felt immediately connected to Ostrava, even in this neglected street that has 

more bars than foodstores. 

 

In the morning my guardian angel, 

the student I had met in Jerusalem, 

picked me up and we went to see 

dear Mrs. Susan Čaplová. The view 

of Ostrava changed completely and 

the sun lit up a modern university-

city with charming views and a light 
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spirit. To my greatest surprise Mrs. Čaplová handed me a few pages with information that 

Mrs. Salomonovič had collected for me. I had sent Mrs. Čaplová only a few names and 

dear Mrs. Salomonovič did a complete research in the archives and presented me with 

names of ancestors and addresses. It was very moving! 

 

Mrs. Čaplová then kindly took us to the Jewish community where we were warmly 

welcomed by Mrs. Milena Slaninova and her team.  We were shown around in the place 

that is so carefully and beautifully taken care of. A warm and loving atmosphere fills the 

rooms.  

 

I knew I would not find living family members, but I also did not expect to find any 

information. I came to Ostrava hoping to feel a bit of the atmosphere or surrounding, my 

grand- and great-grandmother had lived in. To find maybe a name on a tombstone or a 

view in order to imagine how they had lived. Something. But I found much more! I 

experienced the warmth of the community and how much effort Mrs. Milena Slaninova 

and her team are putting into the research of our ancestors and their fates. I talked to people 

who have the same desire like me to find pieces of the puzzle that is called our family, and 

I saw some of my family’s names listed carefully in order to remember and not forget. I 

realized I am not alone in this looking-for-roots-business, digging for information about 

people I have never met and who deceased long ago.  I was welcome and connected and 

very thankful! 

 

Mrs. Čaplová took us then to the city archives where I left a request for information about 

my great-grandfather Richard Spitzkopf, and then we started walking to look up one of the 

addresses Mrs. Salomonovic had found for me in her research. We almost gave up, because 

there are always two different numbers of the houses, it is very confusing and does not 

seem to make sense, BUT we found the house where my grandmother’s grandmother 

supposedly had lived and I was overwhelmed 

 
So little have we left that even a number on a building can make us happy…. 

  

My guardian angel also took me to the Jewish cemetery, to memorial places and the street 

where once a “Stolperstein” had been laid, and at the end of the day, she took me to a 

vegan place, she had found for me, so that I could eat without breaking the kashrut, and 

then we went to the old cemetery.  
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Very probable my grandmother’s ancestors 

are buried there. For a long while I sat 

facing the memorial site and said prayers 

and Tehilim.  

The park has a very intense atmosphere as if 

the many Jews who are buried there speak to 

us. Interestingly enough the park is very 

close to the B&B, where we stayed, so I 

went back there again before nightfall and 

also on the next morning. The cemetery-park 

became dear to me.  

Next Spring I will –G”d willing – come 

back and hopefully meet everyone again and 

discover more addresses in Ostrava and also 

in the neighbouring cities Olomouc and Prerau.  

 

It is a great pleasure  to be in touch with all of you, and want to thank the Jewish 

community in Ostrava, and dear Susan ans dear Mrs. S. for the help and kindness! Much 

respect also for all those who keep up this newsletter, the archives and the all the connected 

work! Hopefully I will be priviledged to meet some of you in London and say Tfila with 

the Sefer Torah from Ostrava. 

 

Shalom from Jerusalem! Hodaya Minke  

PS> If anyone is visiting Israel or even living here  - please be in touch!  Email:  

Heidim2002@gmail.com 

 

Hodaya is particularly looking for information about her great-grandfather:  

Richard Spitzkopf, * April 7, 1877 in Prerov in Moravia;  lived in Mor. Ostrava, 
married in 1900 to Auguste Bodenstein; they moved to Hamburg in 1905;  

Richard Spitzkopf left his family with unknown fate between the years 1919-1924.  
Please let Monica or David know if you have any information that may help 
 

Rona Field 
 
Rona wrote to us: 

 

I also want to refer you and others in the group to check out my most recent book, Against 

Violence Against Women: The Case for Gender as a Protected Class--especially on the 

chapter entitled "The Celts of Europe". You will see that the first major settlement of the 

Celts was in Moravia and that they lived in close proximity to the earliest Jews in Europe. 

In fact I came upon  the then new archaeological dig in 1993 or 4 when I was in Brno 

researching my family roots in that city.  The publisher, Palgrave Macmillan has offices in 

London and distributes its books all over the world. You might also want to look in an 

earlier book of mine, published by Praeger, entitled Martyrdom, the Psychology, Theology 

and Politics of Self Destruction(2004). In the Preface, I describe several my Traubmann 



10 
 

cousins  and their WWII exploits( and pre and post as well) I know that these books are 

available on Amazon.com as well as the publishers in London. 

Sorry the trip to Ostrava didn't work out. Perhaps there will be another opportunity? 

Dr. Rona M. Fields 

 

List of Israeli Ostravaks 
 

Erez Pozek has sent us a list of Ostravks who live(d) in Israel and this is shown in 
Appendix 2 
 

 
Žatec 
 
If any of you have family connections with Žatec, Tom Kolisch would like to hear from 
you, or contact David or Monica: 
 

Žatec (Saaz) in Northern Bohemia (the Sudetenland) had the second largest 

Synagogue in Czechoslovakia. In the 1920s there was a Jewish population of 2,500 

which had reduced by the early 1930s. On Kristallnacht the Synagogue was set on 

fire and burned until the population realised the conflagration would consume the 

neighbouring houses occupied by Germans. 

 

In the 1990s the town of Žatec tidied up the outside and then sold it.  Minor repairs 

bankrupted the new owners.  It was sold again to a local Czech.  In memory of my 

relatives who lived in Žatec I have proposed a memorial wall inside the Synagogue 

and am hoping other descendants of Žatec Jews will also be interested.  
 

Contact: tom_kolisch@yahoo.co.uk or PO Box 1347, Woking GU22 2HZ, England 
 

   Žatec Synagogue 
 
 

Circulation List 
 
We have had computer problems!  As a result, we have had to recreate some parts of 
our circulation list and it is possible that some of you will now receive more than one 
copy.  Please let us know if you do.  It is also possible that some people are missing so 

mailto:tom_kolisch@yahoo.co.uk
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please check with all your Ostravak contacts that they have received a copy.  If they 
have not, please let us know.  We will try to put everything right for next time! 

 
 

Three Faces of an Angel 
 
While on his recent visit to the Czech Republic, David stayed up very late to finish 
reading his book, something he very rarely does.  It was The Three Faces of an Angel 
by Jiří Pehe, beautifully translated from Czech by Gerald Turner (ISBN 978-0-9568890-
4-1).  It is the story of three generations, from pre First World War to today and it is very 
gripping.  Strongly recommended! 

 

Chanukah Greetings 
 
We wish all our readers a very Happy Chanukah and send best wishes for the festive 
season. 
 
 

David Lawson 
29 Malcolm Drive 
SURBITON 
Surrey 
KT6 6QS 
UK 
Tel: + 44 (0)20 8390 8142 
Email: david@lawsonassoc.co.uk  

 

Monica Popper 

 28 Exeter Court, 
Maple Road,  

SURBITON,  
Surrey.  
KT6 4AX.  

Tel: +44 (0)207 998 8863 
Email: monsonn@talktalk.net 

Otto Winecki 
 
Dear David, 
I am writing to let you know that my dear husband of 61 years Otto Winecki (Oton 
Windholz) died peacefully in Melbourne on the 26th November 2015 at the age of 
92.  
Christine Winecki 
 

mailto:david@lawsonassoc.co.uk
mailto:monsonn@talktalk.net
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Appendix 1 

 

Endeavours of Ostrava Jewish Community to Re-establish the 
Memorial of the Main Synagogue 

 
 

 
 

1879 – 1939 
 

 
The memorial, as shown in the picture below, was founded and installed in 1992 in 
Zeyer Street, Ostrava. This was the site nearest to the original one where the so called 
‘Main Synagogue’ stood until 1939.  Its location was in Pittler Street which does not 
exist any more, there is a department store (Laso) there today. Unfortunately, in 2011 
we discovered that thieves had stolen the Menorah, which of course is the essence of 
the whole memorial. 
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Original memorial. The inscription reads: 

 
TO THE MEMORY 

OF 8000 OSTRAVA JEWS 
WHO DIED A HERO’S DEATH 
DURING WORLD WAR TWO 

 
THE CITY OF OSTRAVA 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
THE SURVIVORS FROM ISRAEL 

1992 
 

Revised text for the new memorial: 
 

TO THE MEMORY 
OF 8000 OSTRAVA JEWS 

WHO DIED A HERO’S DEATH 
IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS 
OR WERE KILLED IN ACTION 
DURING WORLD WAR TWO 
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The memorial should be re-established in 2016 

 
The Hebrew text of the psalm, with the Czech translation, will be maintained {see the 
upper part of the memorial]. 
 
The design made by the students from the Department of Sculpture for the temporary 
plaque which has already been installed. 

 
 
The Jewish Community in Ostrava has, in the last three years, tried to raise funds - for 
example a grant from the Regional Authorities of the Moravian/Silesian Region or from 
City Council of Ostrava City - in order to have the Menorah renewed in its original 
shape. Discussions were held with the artists of the memorial, the sculptors Holub and 
Klima, since they own the copyright for the design. In the meantime, other parts of the 
plaque had been stolen. This is why we proceeded to look for possibilities to replace it. 
Furthermore, the financial demands of the artists of the original plaque were not 
acceptable. 
 
Luckily a photographer and teacher, Mgr. Jiří Hrdina, rang us up. Thanks to his 
profession and contacts at the Faculty of Art in the Sculptor studio of Ostrava University 
he arranged to obtain designs for a new memorial {in the form of students’ theses].  The 
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advantage is that we would only pay for the material and work and that the designs 
would be free of charge. 
 
Students have made a temporary memorial {see above} and installed it on the place of 
the original plaque and we paid 12.800 Czech Crowns to Ostrava University. 
At present, a design has already been chosen for the new memorial. Under the 
leadership of their professor and senior lecturer J.Kolesko, the students are already 
working on it. We have been sent a visualization {see below} which will contain the 
original text. 

 

 
 
We have asked the Federation of the Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic, more 
precisely its Endowment Fund for Holocaust Victims, for a grant and we have been 
promised an amount of about 50.000 Czech Crowns. We have also been promised 
smaller sums, for example from Mgr.Jiří Hrdina and from other members of our 
community, but so far it looks as if we will be short of the total required. 
 
We strongly believe that we will succeed in raising the finances needed for the renewal 
of one of the few sacred places in Ostrava, perhaps also with your kind help. 
 
Warm regards to Kingston. 
PhDr. Milena Slaninová, Chairwoman of Ostrava Jewish Community. 
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Appendix 2 
List of Israeli Ostravaks 
 

 
Abeles  Leo  
Adler Friedner  Erna  
Auer  Leo  
Aufricht  Richard  
Bachner  Isidor  
Bachrach  Emil  
Barber  Alfred  
Barochove  Pavly  
Beer  Hugo  
Beier  Alois  
Berger  Artur  
Berger  Bruno  
Berger  Erwin  
Bergmann  David  
Bieder  Richard  
Birnbaum  Arthur  
Bleiweis  Artur  
Bock  Gustav  
Borger  Ernst  
Brauner  Erich  
Brenner  Eugen  
Brix  Josef  
Bustin  Moritz  
Dawidowitsch  Viktor  
Dedek  Franz  
Deutsch  Bruno  
Diamant  Oskar  
Dubiny  Pavla  
Eisner  Leopold  
Ettinger  Hermann  
Fanta  Paul  
Fasal  Eugen  
Fasal Neufeld  Anna  
Federmann  Karl  
Feiler  Hugo  
Feiner  Julius  
Ferber  Rudolf  
Fischer  Robert  
Fischer Kornblah  Slama  
Fischl Gluckmann  Johanna  
Fischl  Pavel  
Fischlova  Marie  
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Freund  Berthold  
Freund  Ella  
Freund  Josef  
Frohlich  Hans  
Fuchs  Oscar  
Fuchs  Wilheim  

 
Glesinger  Eugen  

Glucksmann  Jakob  

Gold  Friedrich  

Goldmann  Hermann  

Gottwald  Anna  
Gross  Bruno  

Gross  Else  

Gross  Felix  

Gross  Josef  

Gross  Victor  

Grosz  Viktor  

Grunbaum  Richard  

Grunberger  Hans  

Grunfeld  Arnold  

Guttmann  Isidor  

Gutwein  Arthur  

Gutwein  Esti  
Haas  Viktor  
Hahn  Artur  

Hahn  Josefine  

Hahn  Leo  

Haller  Siegfried  

Hansel  Leopold  

Hayek  Ernst  

Herrmann  Paul  

Hirschfeld  Emanuel  
Jilovsky  Richard  
Kafka  Erich  

Kanovsky Strausz  Josefa  

Karas  Fritz  
Karas-Subal  Anny  

Klein  Ferdinand  

Klein  Franz  

Knopfelmacher  Alfred  

Knopp  Josefa  

Kollner  Karl  

Kornbluh  Arnold  
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Korner  Ernst  

Kornhauser  Hermann  

Kracmar  Eduard  

Kulka  Wilhelm  
Langer  Richard  

Laufer  Leo  

Laufer  Leo  
Lerch  Rudolf  

Lippe  Zoltan  

Lorenz  Ludwig  

Lowy  Fritz  

 

Lowy  Paul  
Mandelbaum  Samuel  

Mannheimer Lobl  Leopold  

Markowitz  Josef  

Markus  Ernst  

Mayer  Erich  

Mazal  Alois  
Melzer  Bruno  

Morgenstern  Sandor  

Muller  Alois  
Nacher  Leopold  

Neumann  Eugen  

Neumann  Oskar  

Neumann  Otto  

Neumark  Karl  
Pauzner  Josef Adolf  

Pick  Anton  

Pick  Otto  

Pollak  Leo  

Popper  Wilhelm  
Posamentier  Paul  
Raab  Walter  

Rado  Armin  

Rado  Artur  

Rado  Klara  

Reicher  Ernst  

Reiss  Isidor  

Reisz  Franz  

Reisz  Josef  

Richter  Hermann  

Richter  Viktor  

Rosenstein  Arthur  
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Rosner  Heinrich  

Rubner  Leo  

Rudich  Alexander Josef  
Salamon  Hermann  

Salter  Simon  

Schaffer  Adolf  

Schaffer  Moritz  
Schanzer  Jakob  

Schenk  Heinrich  

Schenkel  Max Abraham  

Schever Weinberger  Emmy  

Schindler  Emil  

Schindler  Peter  

Schlesinger  Leo  

Schlesinger  Max  

Schlesinger Richter  Else  
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Schneider  Ludwig  

Schongut  Leo  

Schostal  Oskar  

Schudmak  Jacob  

Silberstern  Richard  

Skutik Rubak  Mizzi  
Sonntag Lehrer  Marie  

Spitzer  Alfred  

Spitzer  Bernhard  

Spitzer  Irene  

Spitzer Stern  Irene  

Stamberger  Heinrich  

Stein  Oskar  

Steindler  Alois  

Steiner  Erich  

Steiner  Erich  

Steiner  Walter  

Steinera  Waltra  
Steinerova  Hanna  

Steuer  Emanuel  

Swoboda  Adolf  
Taussig  Franz  

Teichmann  Rosa  

Teichner  Max  

Tomaschoff  Karl Koloman  

Tramer  Josef  

Tramer  Julius  

Tramer  Rudolf  

Wagner  Alfred  

Waloch  Adolf  

Wasserberger  Bruno  
Wasserlauf  Simon (Simche)  

Weber  Emanuel  

Weber  Max  

Weber Steiger  Anna  

Wechsler  Igo  

Wechsner  Ervin  

Weiner  Leo  

Werner  Theodor  

Wertheimer  Regina  

Winter  Paul  

Winter  Pavel  

Wulkan  Ernst  
Wurzel  Sigmund  
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