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BEN URI - A museum for everyone

BRIDGING COMMUNITIES THROUGH ART - WHY YOUSHOULD SUPPORT A VERY UNIQUE JEWISH
MUSEUM

Museums are the fresh air of a civilised society and Ben Uri will be a remarkable breath of fresh air said the
late Teddy Kollek the Founding Patron of Ben Uri, The London Jewish Museum of Art at its re-launch in
January 2001.

In less than 7 short years Ben Uri has established a world wide reputation as Europes only dedicated Jewish
Museum of Art working in partnership with international museums, galleries, artists and universities whilst
simultaneously embracing the challenges of its local communities in London and across the country.

September 2007 sees the European launch of Auktion 392, Reclaiming the Galerie Stern, curated by Dr
Catherine MacKenzie of Concordia University Montreal at Ben Uris Gallery in St Johns Wood. The museum
plans to work in partnership with AJR, Holocaust Education Trust and the Wiener Library amongst many
others to raise awareness amongst the wide general public of the social history of this unique genocide,
racial cleansing and clinical economic policy of systematic theft and looting alongside the need for survivors
and their heirs to understand their loss of valued possessions are as important as the loss of possessions
and they all should be registered both in the UK and abroad. An extensive education programme will follow
as the exhibition tours throughout the UK and abroad.

What makes Ben Uri so special so deserving of support? In one word

The awards and accolades keep coming - Best Museum in the Region; The National Sandford Heritage
Education Award; Visit London Visitor Experience award (one of only seven museums in London to be
recognised); More National Press coverage than any other Jewish institution in the UK; The International
Jewish Artists of the Year Awards attracting over 500 entries from 17 countries; and this summer the honour
of being entrusted with the legacy of Dr Max Stern and awarded the rights to tour this unique and important
Nazi Spoliated Art Exhibition telling the story of the social and economic holocaust across the world till 2015.

Distinguished educationalist Mary Austin, Trustee with responsibility for the Museums Education and
Outreach programme says Along with some other new Board members I am not Jewish but joined to give
my active support to Ben Uris mission to be A Museum for Everyone Bridging Communities through Art.
Education and Outreach is the core of this exciting and much needed programming that benefits all
communities around us. We desperately need you and all the Jewish community to support our important
initiatives as the Sandford Heritage Education Award has demonstrated Ben Uri delivers tangible results and
high returns on your investment - so please give generously.

If you wish to support and or be involved in any of our programmes please write to Mary Austin at Ben Uri,
108a Boundary Rd, London NW8 0RH or Emary@benuri.org.uk

mailto:Emary@benuri.org.uk


Tashlich.

As you know on Rosh Hashanah, there is a ceremony called Tashlich. Jews traditionally go to a running
body of water such as the ocean, a stream or a river to pray and throw in breadcrumbs. This symbolizes
throwing away one's sins which the fish devour. Occasionally, people ask what kinds of breadcrumbs
should be thrown. Here are suggestions for breads which may be most appropriate for specific sins and
misbehaviors:

For ordinary sins --White Bread

For erotic sins - French Bread

For particularly dark sins - Pumpernickel

For complex sins - Multi grain

For sins of indecision - Waffles

For sins committed in haste - Matzos

For sins of chutzpah - Any fresh bread

For substance abuse - Stoned wheat

For committing auto theft - Caraway

For timidity/cowardice - Milk toast

For ill-temper - Sourdough

For silliness, eccentricity - Nut bread

For excessive irony - Rye bread

For unnecessary chances - Hero bread

For war-mongering - Kaiser rolls

For dressing immodestly - Tarts

For lechery and promiscuity - Hot buns

For promiscuity with gentiles - Hot cross buns

For racist attitudes - Crackers

For being holier than thou - Bagels

For overeating - Stuffing

For indecent photography - Cheesecake

For raising your voice too often - Challah

For pride and egotism - Puff pastry

For sycophancy, ass-kissing - Brownies



For being overly smothering - Angel food cake

For trashing the environment - Dumplings

For telling bad jokes/puns - Corn bread

Chris Schwarz

It is with sadness that I report that Chris Schwarz, the inspiration and founder of the Galicia Jewish Museum
died on the 29th July 2007. Those of us who went on the Shul’s Polish visit last August, found that one of
the highlights and in fact the last place we went together, was our visit to the Galicia Jewish Museum in
Krakow. Many of our group said how the museum had tied together their feelings and observations over the
four days in Poland and how innovative and interesting they had found it.

Chris Schwarz was a non-Jewish (albeit with a Jewish father) photographic journalist. On a BBC
assignment some years ago he was sent to Poland. Over the period he was there making the programme
he began to connect with the fact that there had been a long, vibrant and rich culture of Jewish life in
Poland, which along with its people had all but disappeared within a very short time. As he did his research
– it took him twelve years – he realized that unless he recorded the few remains that were there now, soon
there would be nothing left. He travelled around Galicia, which is essentially southern Poland, and found in
towns and villages, many of which had been 50 percent Jewish, the odd headstone from a grave, being
used as a doorstep, some Hebrew writing on a wall, a most beautiful shul with painted walls, even a huge
brick built bima standing isolated in a derelict park with tenement buildings surrounding it. All of these and
many, many more he photographed with his trained artistic eye and great sensitivity. He wanted to show the
world the physical remains of the extensive Jewish culture and civilization in Polish Galicia. Much of the
world’s perception of Jewish life in Poland is overshadowed by the camps, but Chris wanted us to look
behind these horrific images and explore the heritage where Jewish life had flourished in Poland.

The pictures were to be shown in Poland and he housed his pictures which are huge and there are over 150
images, in a renovated Jewish factory. The brick walls and metal pipes criss crossing the ceiling give a
contemporary feel to a very modern idea of a museum. It opened in 2004 and has since that time been
used as a centre for concerts, talks and even Festival celebratory meals.

Although Traces of Memory is the permanent exhibition, he also had a section of the museum given over to
changing themes. When we went it was portraits of Polish Righteous Gentiles. He arranged for some of
these now elderly people to speak of their experiences to pre-booked groups of visitors at the museum.

Chris Schwarz was a remarkable man who gave the latter part of his life in creating this unique museum.
He had worked so hard to make it happen. When I met him a few weeks ago, we all knew he hadn’t long to
live, and I said to him that he was leaving a wonderful legacy, and he said how sad he was that he couldn’t
now enjoy the fruits of his labours. With the passing of Chris Schwarz the world has lost the soul of a great
illuminator.

I suppose what we can all do now is to visit the museum if in Poland. From a purely selfish traveller’s view
point, Krakow is definitely the new Prague, very pretty with a wonderful Jewish heart to it.

Elise

Dear Editor

"Congratulations to Simone Halfin and her editorial team for producing the superb Golden Jubilee edition of
Chadashot. As a past editor I know only too well how much time and effort goes into producing the regular
editions. But the 50th anniversary special was without doubt something special. The excellent contributions
from the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Mason and past Rabbis and Ministers, the Local MP, Mayor and prominent
members of the community were accompanied by crystal clear colour photos. The logo used on the front
and back covers and in the main contributions, is simple, clear and distinctive and in my opinion "just right".



At over 50 pages, including a very healthy advertising content, it is an amazing achievement of which the
Shul can be truly proud. An edition to be treasured.

Capital to Coast Charity Bike Ride

Alex and I have been Marshal’s at the first post of this event for many years now and it seems more and
more cyclists manage the 60 miles to Hove from Thames Ditton. 1500, some more wobbly than others,
braved the elements and it is amazing to see the array of clothing and headgear whizzing by! Seeing
tandems with disabled children and adults waving from behind is an incredibly moving experience; they
always look as if they are enjoying it so much. I did laugh at the brilliantly dressed lookalike Elvis, complete
with slicked down hair and shirt open to the waist!

The usual comments come our way: ‘Are we there yet? Are you the refreshment stop? You’ll have a stiff
arm by the end of the day. Nice to see you again.’ But this year in particular an awful lot of people said
‘thank you’ as I waived them in the right direction.

Many members of our community also act as Marshals, but it was nice also to see David and Jen Cohen
and of course our former Rabbi Stanley Coten, and sons Rafi and Ari.

Charities Downs Syndrome, Cystic Fibrosis and Norwood should benefit greatly from funds raised.

Simone

Cookery

Rhubarb and Carrot Tsimmes

Ingredients:
3 cups (American) peeled pieces of rhubarb (about 2 inches)
3 cups peeled pieces of carrot (about 2 inches)
½ cup diced onion
2 bay leaves
¼ teaspoon grated nutmeg
¼ teaspoon ground ginger
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper

Method:
Combine all ingredients and enough water to cover them by 2 inches in a heavy saucepan. Cover, bring to
the boil and simmer for and hour, stirring occasionally. Serve warm or at room temperature.

Honey, Walnut and Chocolate Cake

Ingredients:
¾ cup (American) sifted flour
½ teaspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon salt
½ cup chocolate ch9ips
1 egg plus ½ cup egg whites
½ cup honey
1 tablespoon vanilla
1 cup chopped walnuts
1/3 cup Tomar

Method:



Mix together all dry ingredients in a bowl. Melt chocolate chips and Tomar, leave to cool. Stir in egg and egg
whites; beat in honey and vanilla; stir in dry ingredients and nuts.
Grease and 8” x 8” pan and bake at 375F for 30 – 40 mins.

The Golden Jubilee Dinner – US President pledges to take advice from
Kingston

The climax of the Golden Jubilee celebrations marking the building of our shul came on 8 July 2007 with the
Celebration Dinner attended by over 130 members, past Ministers and Rabbis including Rev Koschland,
Rabbis Eddie Jackson, Zvi Lieberman and Stanley Koten, past members and guests. I don’t think that I
have seen the shul looking so splendid as it did for this simcha. The golden theme was followed through
with the table decorations, the menu card and the special anniversary brochure. It was also a pleasure to
be able to use the shul for a major function without the giant blue curtains!

Talking of menus, I gather that earlier in the evening the organising committee had been in a cold sweat as
the caterers hadn’t shown up at the arranged time and it looked as though there were going to be 130
hungry and no doubt very grumpy diners. However, they turned up in the nick of time bearing the three
course fish dinner just as the guests started arriving. Not good for Sheila M’s nerves!

After that everything seemed to run very smoothly. Hamotzei was lead by Rabbi David Mason and after a
welcome speech from Sheila M, as chairman of the organising committee (now clearly fully recovered from
her earlier bout of panic) we all tucked in.

Speeches continued unabated. On reflection that may have been a mistake as once 130 hungry Jews start
their dinner there is no stopping them. Even when Ian L mounted the podium to remind us “How it All
began” it took a little time for the sounds of 130 Jews eating, drinking - white wine (no red) and water – and
talking to subside sufficiently to hear what Ian had to say.

“Dreamers and Doers” – that was his theme. The “D” people. He paid tribute to all the doers who worked
tirelessly to keep the Jewish communal dream alive. They were to be distinguished from the “DD”s – the
don’t doers of whom there are always plenty. He reminded us of just some of those who were in the “D”
class – Charles Lichtenfeld, Lou Bloch, Bob Pentol, Sam Marks, Lionel Short, but there were many others.
It was thanks to their dedication that we are able to have and continue to enjoy the shul which was their
dream.

Ian was followed by Martin M who dwelt on the 10 or 15 years leading up to the building of the shul. The
shul was the culmination of the most extraordinary devotion, dedication and effort by the community. He
took us back to the years after the war when things were obviously difficult for many seeking to re-establish
and readjust. The community was much smaller and relatively less well off. The impetus for the project had
in fact come from the ladies in the community.

To put the size of the effort into perspective he reminded us (assuming we ever knew it) that the new shul
cost £12,000 to build and fit out. Doesn’t sound much but Martin said that we need to remember that at that
time the average house cost around £2,000. So the new shul cost the equivalent of 6 houses. Wind
forward to today, with average house prices in this area at about £400,000, and you are talking the
equivalent of about £2 ½ million!! Imagine being asked to find that amount today. What’s more they raised
the money for the new shul on top of finding the costs of running the existing shul in the Assembly Rooms.

Perhaps next time I pass the commemorative Board in the shul Foyer I will pause for just a moment to
remember the sacrifices and efforts which all those “pioneers” made to realise their legacy for future
generations of shul members.

The meal was over by the time Anthony C introduced the guest speaker, Dr Simon Hochhauser, President
of the United Synagogue.

Dr Hochhauser spoke enthusiastically of the warmth of welcome which he had received as he has on
previous visits to KS &DS. His main point, however, was to pursue a theme which he had started in his
“Message” recorded in the Souvenir Brochure. This was to praise the independence of Kingston.



He acknowledged that the US had played a crucial centralised role particularly in the early years of the 20th

century when detailed rules and regulations covering all aspects of communal life were necessary. But by
1957 when Kingston built its new Shul the environment had changed. Kingston, and other communities,
took an independent stance which created much tension with the US and constituent communities. The US
needed to respond, to change its approach so as to enable Kingston to maintain its independence.

Dr Hochhauser repeated his pledge that the US will consider devolving more governance to local shuls
using Kingston as an example. “This fits in well with my strongly held view that successful communities are
those who control their own destinies combined with strong rabbinic leadership”.
It is, I think, worth recording the closing words of his message: “Our sages say ‘Ben Chamishim La’Eitza –
when a person reaches the age of fifty, he is turned to for Counsel. This is the year that the rest of us in the
US look to you, Kingston, for advice”.
I for one felt that he meant it. There really does seem to be a very welcome breath of fresh air at least from
the head of the US. Gone, it seems, are the days when we felt that we had to fight to keep our status as an
affiliated synagogue. Only time will tell, of course

Dr Hochhauser had not quite finished. One last task for our guest of honour was to lead Birkat Hamazon.

Peter Brady rounded off the formal part of the evening with a double vote of thanks. Firstly to Dr
Hochhauser. In thanking our guest of honour for his support for our Golden Jubilee celebration, he
acknowledged that Kingston is well aware of how much it owes to the US as a whole and to its Honorary
Officers, led by Dr Hochhauser, in particular. Kingston welcomes the efforts by him since becoming
President to encourage independence and innovation.

Secondly, to the organising committee and helpers lead by their “admiral” Sheila Mann. Sheila had earlier
revealed in her Souvenir Brochure message that the Brochure had raised a considerable sum of money and
her committee are considering what to use the money for as an appropriate commemoration for this
landmark of the Golden Jubilee of its “new” shul.

This was truly a memorable event which brought together past and present and enabled many to indulge in
a brief period of nostalgia. But above all it served as a timely reminder of the need for the whole community
to pull together to meet the challenges we will inevitably continue to face.

Tony D (Shul member since 1968)

KS&DS Golden Jubilee Lunch

On Sunday the 1st of July 2007 KS&DS celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a lunch in the Shul in the
presence of the Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, the Guest of Honour.
MPs Susan Kramer and Ed Davey and the Mayor of Kingston Shiraz Mirza were also there to join in the
celebration.

The lunch was organised by Sheila Mann and her committee and a delightful and sociable meal it was too.
The Shul was full and we were welcomed by our Chairman, David Lawson.

Reminiscences were in abundance and we were somewhat taken aback when we realised we were actually
among the group of longstanding members referred to in one of the speeches. We were members of the
‘Young Marrieds’ group when we first came to the area (in 1972)
and we still feel that is where we belong!

It’s good to be part of a community like Kingston and to have opportunities to share our memories of the
various Rabbis and the impact that they made at different stages our lives. We chatted about some key
events which have taken place at the synagogue and in our families.



The Chief Rabbi arrived later than expected encountering heavy traffic. In spite of what must have been
frustrating for him he seemed genuinely pleased to receive our welcome. He spoke warmly about the work
of Rabbi Mason and the whole community emphasising the true meaning of Community,

An album constructed by the children of Kingston Cheder based on the new Siddur edited by Sir Jonathan
was presented to him. This gift was received with great pleasure. There have been some wonderful Chedar
activities over the years and I can remember very well during my own ten years on the Education Committee
the children’s excitement in preparing the Sunday morning breakfasts, the organisation for Sport’s Days, the
pupils’ achievements and their performances. Friendships were forged through being a Sunday morning
volunteer when helping with reading, security or supporting new Chedar teachers.

Vice Chairman Marianne Cohen closed the celebration with a vote of thanks to all concerned in making this
a joyous occasion. It was indeed a ‘joyous occasion’ and made so by the presence of so many friends
because that is what the Kingston community is all about – a community of friends.

After praising our founders for their foresight, Rabbi Mason spoke encouragingly about the future. That
future will be different, that is one thing we can be sure about. The role of the longstanding members among
us is therefore to facilitate the vision of the younger members of KS and DS so that they too can build a
community of which they will be proud during the next 50 years.

1948 - 2008 Magic Moment

The Israel Awareness Committee is undertaking a major project to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
establishment of the state of Israel.

Between 4th and 12th May 2008 we with the UJIA will be entertaining a small group of Israeli teenagers
probably from deprived areas or who have been traumatised by the conditions under which they live.

We want to give them a memorable week in London. In Kingston we hope to forge friendships that will be
ongoing. If you are interested in joining to make this week a success and to participate in the celebration of
Yom Ha’atzmaout , or you would like more information

Please contact Rosalynde

The Palmach Museum

“We are the silver salver on which the Jewish State was presented.”
(From the poem by Natan Alterman)

This was the moving epitaph to the men and women of the Palmach organisation, which we heard when we
visited the museum which honours and remembers their endeavours, particularly in the years 1941-1949.

Situated in North Tel Aviv, near the University campus, this is no ordinary museum with photographs and
static displays. You will experience what it was like for a group of young Palmach recruits and follow their
lives and fortunes until the end of the War of Independence, walking through scenes they would have
known. ‘Palmach’ is an acronym for Striking Force and the young volunteers, often based on kibbutzim,
undertook military training exercises alongside their agricultural work in the early years before the State was
created. Later, three brigades were absorbed into the Israel Defence Forces.

For 90 minutes, with the aid of instant translation audio guides, you will learn about the training of the
volunteers in intelligence work, bomb making and naval training, and meet the enthusiastic leaders. You will
join them around their camp fire, observe them blowing up bridges, and travel on their ship to Israel as a
refugee, when it is stopped by the Royal Navy and forced to return to Europe.



This museum presents a dramatic and absorbing story which will stir your emotions and leave you with a
much deeper understanding of the sacrifices which these brave young men and women made, against the
odds, to establish the Jewish State and defend it in the War of Independence.

For us, the museum had added poignancy as we visited it on Yom Hazikaron, the day when Israel
remembers its fallen soldiers, and it was indeed a pilgrimage.

Riverside Club

You’ve heard it all before! You know full well how much all the guests enjoy themselves on a Tuesday.

They eat well, chat away and join in the fabulous entertainment. I have told you many times how Tuesday

cannot come round soon enough for some people.

Don’t you believe me? Come and see for yourself.

Pearl G

Special Award

At the United Synagogue ‘Volunteers are US’ Award ceremony Bernice and Leon Friedman and Sydney
Assor were nominated for an award by our Shul. All nominees received a certificate but Sydney was the
overall winner in the Communal Awards category.

Small pic of Sydney Assor and Simon Hochhauser

Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message

This past year things have not gone easily for Jews, for Israel or the world. In Britain there has been a
continuing campaign of demonisation against Israel. Elsewhere terror and violence have reduced entire



countries to what Hobbes called ‘the war of every man against every man’ in which life is ‘nasty, brutish and
short’. What is it that we are living through?

The answer is change. Of all things, change – massive, rapid and systemic – is the hardest to live through.
We crave the familiar. We need stability. Change is a form of bereavement. We lose the world we once
knew. When epoch-making change occurs, there are violent upheavals. It happened in Europe in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries after the invention of printing. It happened again in the twentieth
century as an after-effect of the industrial revolution. It is happening in our time in the aftermath of
globalisation, one of the most profound changes in the history of civilization.

Change creates crises of many kinds, but of these, the most important is spiritual. When timeless values are
being threatened, do we react by fighting change, if necessary by violence? Do we simply yield to it? Or is
there a third possibility? Strangely enough, that is the theme of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

The Hebrew word for year, shanah, comes from a root that also means two apparent opposites: ‘to change’
and ‘to repeat’. It embodies the paradox of time. On the one hand there are certain cycles – the seasons, the
phases of life – that repeat themselves endlessly. On the other, there is change, sometimes profound and
irreversible. We cannot go back to the way things were before computers, mobile phones or
nanotechnology. Hence we need the inner resources to deal with the uncertain and the unpredictable.

Judaism’s answer is summed up in three words in one of the key prayers on these holy days: teshuvah,
tefillah and tzedakah. Teshuvah, penitence, means that in an uncertain world we make mistakes, but we
acknowledge them, apologise, set ourselves to do better next time, and move on. Tefillah, prayer, means
that we are not alone. God is with us as we journey to our unknown destination. Tzedakah, charity and
justice, means that we are there to help those who suffer as a result of change. Some benefit, others lose,
and we are commanded to help those who lose.

Judaism is our internal compass, showing us the direction even when we lack a map. It is no coincidence
that the holiest object in Judaism is a Sefer Torah, something portable. In the tabernacle and Temple, the
carrying poles were never removed from the ark, so that the Torah was always ready to accompany the
Israelites even if they had to move suddenly. Jews have long known insecurity, and we are prepared for it.
For though the world changes, our values do not. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the two festivals of time
itself, are an education in how to face the future without fear.

So, whether we face anti-Zionism or wider anti-Semitism or more personal difficulties, it is during these days
that we gather the inner strength to do so in the confidence of trust and faith. The values Judaism taught –
the sanctity of life, the dignity of the individual and the imperative of peace – remain as compelling today as
they did when Moses first communicated them. We are not alone. God is with us. So we travel through the
wilderness of time without trepidation, without anxiety, without fear. Our values, our faith, our way of life, do
not change. That is why we can cope with change, neither fighting it nor being intimidated by it.

This year let us pray with added fervour for peace: for Israel, for our extended family the Jewish people, and
for the world. Let us open our hearts to the Divine presence, that we may face the future without fear. May
the God of life write you, and Israel, and humankind in the Book of Life.
� � �

Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks
Rosh Hashanah 5768


