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KINGSTON WIZO

Forthcoming events

Sunday 6th August 7.00 pm

Summer Bridge Supper

At the home of Simone and Alex H
Please book your place with Etta

Reg Weinberg – A Tribute

Uncle Reg (Weinberg) died on the 6th February having fought bravely for life over the past
three years.

Born into a large loving family in January 1922, the youngest of nine siblings, he lost his
loved and greatly respected father when only 10 years old. From then on, he and his twin
brother, the youngest two of the family, were brought up by his mother Jane, my
grandmother, and his six sisters, my aunts. Although all these women in his life had strong
personalities, including my mother Flora who will miss him terribly, when he grew up he
became the family confidant. If any one needed advice or approval for some action, Reg,
because of his integrity, was the one they turned to.

The family moved to Thames Ditton just after the war started and Reg was conscripted into
the air force. He spent some of his service time in Canada where I understand he met the
love of his life. Unfortunately due to the distance and other responsibilities this relationship
ended and Reg remained a bachelor for the rest of his life. He discharged his obligations to
his country with great honour during the war and on return to civilian life was very successful
in the corporate world.

Reg was one of the founding members of our community serving on the board and chairing
many committees for over thirty years. He was an ardent shule goer, a very great
traditionalist and his knowledge of Jewish tradition and law was extensive.
He judged each of his own actions, whether in business or his private life, on a very high
ethical standard based on these Jewish values.

Most of all, Uncle Reg loved to engage in dynamic and challenging discussions on almost any
topic, but most of all on Jewish or on social issues. He loved the mental stimulation and
enjoyed the company of everyone who would take time for the repartee. Despite our many
differences of opinion over the years I always felt richer for the opportunity to fine tune my
thoughts and views with Uncle Reg. Although he held strong opinions and relished discussing
them, he was never judgmental. He always respected and enjoyed the company of his
debating partners and our many hundreds of Friday and Yom Tov nights together over the
years are a part of the legacy he leaves our family.

I cannot put into words the values he left me with. I am sure many of you who knew him have
your own thoughts on the values he brought to your life and, in some small way, the mark he
left on you. I shall miss him more than I can say, he was a second father to me. I could and
did turn to him for help and advice on many occasions as did Frances, my wife. He always
saw the best in everyone. His death has left a great gap in our lives and I shall be forever
grateful for the large part he played in making me the person I am.

He died, as he lived, proudly and bravely.

Martin M



Letter

17 April 2006

The Editor
Chadashot

Dear Editor

The old Board of Management and its Development Committee are to be congratulated on
what I assume is a novel idea, namely the restructuring of the Board itself. Instead of the
traditional format of electing a number of members to the Board and then allocating various
areas of responsibility to the individuals available, which presumably might mean a few
square pegs in round holes or some Board members being landed with jobs, in which they
have no interest or for which they have no aptitude, candidates will be nominated directly to
specific roles.

It will be very interesting to follow the course of this bold experiment in communal
management. What are the advantages and what are the disadvantages? From the electors
point of view, they will be able to decide – assuming there to be a contested “ministry” – who
is more or most suited to the task in hand, although how one can judge between those, who
have never had any known experience in the field of responsibility, only time will tell. Will it
stop unsuitable candidates from standing for the Board because they do not see a vacant
niche? Conversely, will we be deprived of worthwhile candidates because a potential
candidate sees or anticipates that his pet area is likely to go to a “bigger name”? Whatever
the answer to these questions, I wish the venture good luck.

The new proposal, however, raises a far larger question. That is: before taking the decision,
was the very concept of management considered?

In my experience, there are three common, if not universal, observations that may be made
about committees. One is that they tend to attract people, who like to talk; ironically, this does
not necessarily mean lawyers. Lawyers can usually get enough talking in their everyday life.
Those lawyers, who do join committees, generally do so in order to achieve a specific
objective and in spite of the amount of woffle that they will almost inevitably have to put up
with! The second “rule” is that most committees comprise two often mutually exclusive types
of person, the doers and the talkers. To succeed a committee probably has to have a mixture
of both doers and talkers. Thirdly, those with original ideas and a creative talent are not
always the best at implementing them.

So, with the above in mind, I ask the fundamental question: what is the role of this particular
committee? Might it not be that our Board of Management is there to manage not execute?
Management requires the consideration of (competing) ideas, decision taking and the
formulation of long term plans, the fruits of which are various schemes; the actual
implementation of these schemes is the work of subcommittees.

It therefore appears to me that, by overemphasising implementation and execution at the
expense of originality of thought, planning and pure management the Board may have voted
to introduce a system that will not be conducive to nor compatible with the fulfilment of its
primary and principle raison d’être.

Yours sincerely

Laurence K



A View from the Box

This is my last view from the box and don’t ask me where six years have gone. I have know
idea most of them I don’t even remember, may be that is a sign of old age or just so busy I
don’t notice.

What I do remember is the privilege of being the Warden of a community I am very proud to
serve. On sad occasions we rally around to give full support and on joyous occasion we
participate as though it was our own. We are a community which is warm, keen to welcome
visitors and make them fill wonted. And long may it continue.

What else do I remember certainly some of the innovations the communal Seder’s which for
me where outstanding, the Sukkah dinner and the Chanukah crawl, lunch and learn, the
growth in our education programmes, the cultural programs, Israelis independent days
celebrations and more people participating in our services. Please forgive me if I have left
anything out.

The above indicates how vibrant our community is and my parting wish is that it continues
and grows, however it will not do so unless we all fully participate.

I wish the incoming Hon Officers and Board of management every continuing success and
look forward to them developing our community further. To the community may grateful
thanks for allow me the honour to serve you and my good wishes to you all.

Arnie K
Warden

JNF UK KINGSTON ISRAEL TOUR
19-23 March 2006

Fourteen members of the Community led by Rabbi Mason, together with Marc Green from
JNF UK and our Israeli Guide and driver met up in Netanya at the start of a memorable five
day Tour of Israel. We were joined for breakfast by Korin Ben Arroya and her elder daughter
Sherrie. Korin updated us on the progress of the family after her husband was killed in the
Netanya Hotel Seder bombing and her children injured.

We made a brief visit to the JNF Pond Park, built for the children of Netanya as a safe play
area after the bombing, after which we travelled to INTRA, Israel’s National Therapeutic
Riding Association, where we met the inspirational founder, Anita Shkedi and learned from
her how riding helps mental and physical well-being after illness, injury and trauma. We were
able to see some of the riders and horses in action.

We travelled on to Zikhron Ya’kov to visit the most interesting Ahronson Museum, dedicated
to Nili, the spy network set up by the amazing Ahronson family during the First World War to
send information about the occupying Ottoman rulers to the British Army.

Our next destination was Tiberius, where we stayed two nights at Galei Kenneret Hotel. Next
day, we visited two projects in Afula. Firstly, Ha’Emek Hospital where the Director, Larry
Rich, gave us a presentation on the work of the hospital, emphasizing that both staff and
patients included Jews and Arabs and that the situation of the hospital meant that they dealt
with larger than average numbers of terrorist victims. We were invited to tour the Adult and
Paediatric Emergency Departments and the IVF facility. South London communities have
been supporters of the hospital and we saw several plaques of projects funded by local
names.



A few miles away, we came to Beit Uri, a home and rehabilitation centre which caters for 86
resident severely mentally and physically handicapped youngsters and adults aged from 6-50,
and offers day therapy to many others. We were met at the gates by our hostess, Jeannete
Koll (nee Tuckman) with the words “Welcome South London!”. She originates from the
Brixton/Streatham community and as well as being the Resource Development Director, she
is the mother of a son who is resident at the Home. Jeanette, accompanied by the Director of
the home, Yossi Schacher and several of the residents, gave us a marvellous Tour. The
whole place was buzzing with excitement at having us come and visit and it was touching to
see how many of the residents wanted to be in every photograph we took! Jeanette told us
that JNF involvement in Beit Uri had, quite simply “changed our lives”.
That evening, back in Tiberus, we enjoyed a delicious dinner at the Decks Restaurant. Next
morning, we travelled to the Hula Valley to see the Nature Reserve run by SPNI (THE Society
for Protection of Nature in Israel) and viewed many wonderful wild birds and riverside
animals. We then proceeded to Qazrim to visit the Golan Heights Winery, the makers of
Yarden wine. We were taken on the Tour of the high-tech production line by a very
knowledgeable and humorous Guide, who afterwards conducted an excellent Wine Tasting
featuring Gold Medal and other award winning Yarden wines.

After lunch at Beit Gavriel, a beautiful cultural centre on the shores of the Kinneret, we
journeyed to Ramat Gan, where we were expected for Tea with the UK Ambassador to Israel,
Simon McDonald, at his Residence. He spoke to us about the current political situation in
Israel (just prior to the Election) and invited questions, after which we posed for a photograph
with him.

We arrived at our hotel in Jerusalem for the next two nights, the Inbal. Early next morning,
our Group was honoured by an invitation to daven Shacharit at the Residence of President
Katsav, who afterwards greeted everyone. We visited the Old City, starting with a walk past
the Kotel, to see the brand new Jerusalem Glass Sculpture Project, situated next to the Kotel
Tunnels. Our Israeli Guide gave us a fascinating Tour of the Tunnels after which we drove to
the new Yad Vashem Insitute, where he led us through the harrowing exhibits. After lunch,
we went to take a look at the security wall/fence, the Jerusalem “seam line”.
Dinner that evening was a special occasion, a get-together with ex-Kingston members now
living in Israel, including Reverend Motti and Sally Berkovitz. They and others spoke about
their time in Kingston and Rabbi Mason spoke about the past and present being a continuity
of community. A highlight of the evening was a talk by Khaled Abu Tuomeh, a dissident
Palestinian freelance journalist for The Jerusalem Post, who talked frankly and critically about
the PLO, Hamas and Fatah and his hopes and fears for the future of the area.

On our last morning, visited Herzl’s tomb and saw a new interactive Exhibition, showing his
life and work. Afterwards we ended our Tour at Latrun, the Headquarters of Israel’s
Armoured Corps, where we were shown around the collection of Tanks and the Memorial
Museum. The highlight of this visit was undoubtedly the laying of a wreath with Kingston’s
name written across, (albeit misspelt “Kingstone”!) by the Memorial Wall on which are
inscribed the names of all members of the Armoured Corps killed in action since 1948. Rabbi
Mason and Colin G, accompanied on each side by a young, saluting soldier, performed this
short but very moving ceremony, After lunch there, we drove the short distance to Ben Gurion
Airport, where the Group disbanded, a few to fly home, the majority to stay and visit relatives.

Our thanks go to Ronald Ison, Colin and Hazel G, Rabbi Mason and the JNF for envisioning
and arranging a wonderful Tour.

Carolyn L

Report on Board of Deputies



Sydney S A Your Elected Deputy

April 2006
To the Members of
Kingston Surbiton District Synagogue.
Dear Member,
As the present Triennial is coming to a close. It gives me great pleasure to forward these few
notes :
Every year presents us with challenges and opportunities, and this past year has been no
different. The Board has been at the forefront in addressing the issues with which we, as a
community, have had to contend. Working often with partner organisations our efforts have
resulted in several attempted boycotts of Israel defeated, and the concerns of the Jewish
community on a variety of issues conveyed to those at the highest levels of government.

Another major focus of the Board’s work has been interfaith dialogue, a matter given even
more importance since the 7 July London bombings. We believe that it is crucial to develop
sound channels of communication and dialogue with other faith groups. In recent months, the
Board has worked with multi-faith groups in ways which help to breakdown barriers, and
increase mutual understanding. Outlined below are just some of our achievements in the last
twelve months.
In the area of political defence, we have:
Intervened with university authorities over the threat to Jewish students on campus.
Co-ordinated the community’s effort in overturning the Association University Teachers boycott
of academics from Haifa and Bar-Ilan universities.
Worked together with the Office of the Chief Rabbi to prevent the Anglican Church divesting
from Caterpillar and other companies with financial interests in Israel.

Expanded Board interfaith activity and employed a new interfaith officer.
Attained Home Office funding for a major interfaith research project into Jewish attitudes to
interfaith and for hosting a broadly based interfaith conference.
In the international arena, we have:
Participated in international conferences organised by the European Union and the European
Jewish Congress aimed at combating antisemitism and maintained dialogue with Foreign Office
Ministers and officials at all levels to discuss Israel and other matters of concern to the
community.
Represented the British Jewry at the Claims Conference to ensure that Holocaust survivors were
satisfactorily compensated.
Met with senior politicians and Ambassadors of Central and Eastern European states., including
the Moroccan Ambassador
Made submissions to and consulted with government departments, the BBC and others, on
matters of interest to the community.
In our work within the community, we have:
Disseminated information regarding DfES policies to communal organisations, coordinated
responses to consultation papers and continued to manage the Pikuach inspection programme.
Displayed the ‘Jewish Way of Life Exhibition’ across the country and coordinated the ‘Seeing
Jewish London’ tour for non-Jewish schools.
In this year which marks the 350th anniversary of the re-admittance of our community into
Britain, we at the Board of Deputies look forward to continuing to serve British Jewry to the best
of our abilities and hope to do so with your continued support.



With all good wishes from Syney A

Cheder Report

As we all recover from the Pesach festivities and look forward to a busy term ahead it is time

to reflect upon last term’s activities at the Cheder. There were so many highlights that it is

difficult to chose between them!

We started in February with a Shabbaton to welcome our younger members into the Cheder

community, with lunch for 4-7 year olds and their families in the Synagogue followed by

games for the children and a chance for the parents to chat. The Shabbaton theme was then

continued in March with a weekend programme for the older children run by Study Group

leaders from Leeds with a supper on the Friday evening and a full timetable of activities

following the service on Shabbat morning. Our thanks go to our catering team led ably by Gill

V. Rarely have so many beigels found their way to South West London!

Before we knew it, it was time for Purim and there was a fantastic turnout from the Cheder

children to hear the Megilla read by Rabbi Mason (who struggled on bravely despite having

no voice) and to perform a play devised and directed by Jessica K. Yet again Jessica

managed to turn our children into polished actors and actresses and many thanks to Jessica

and the parents for providing such splendid costumes.

For the first time in many years we took the Cheder children to the Jewish Museum who

kindly put on a special Pesach programme for us. This included Seder plate making and a

look at some interactive exhibits brought in especially for Pesach. We managed not to lose

any of the children on the tube thanks to Charlotte’s military planning and the wonderful

behaviour of all of the children. The morning was enjoyed by both children and adults and

was funded through money obtained from the quiz evening organised last year by Galen R

and presented by Michael M. If anyone is willing to organise a fund raising event for us and

has some ideas how they would like the money spent then please let me know.

The new term has begun with preparations for Yom Ha’atzmaut, with Israeli dancing

organised by Andrea Sls, and an Israel ‘teach-in’ run by Hazel and Colin G and David B

where the students learnt about Israeli history and contemporary life, enjoyed a quiz and sang

Hatikvah. Many thanks to Andrea, Hazel, Colin and David for giving up their Sunday morning.

You’ll be surprised to know that despite all this activity, the children are continuing to follow

our syllabus and improve their Hebrew reading and Jewish knowledge. We wish our 8 GCSE

students good luck (as if they need it!) for their forthcoming examinations.



April 2006

Leslie S Chair of the Education Committee

Kingston’s Third Communal Seder

On the second night of Thursday 13 April Rabbi David Mason led a large, joyous and
vocal segment of the community through the traditional Seder. There were some 120
members including their children, extended families and guests; there was also a good
number of teenagers. Beautifully catered, with waiters and waitresses, we all enjoyed a three
course meal, comprising smoked salmon and avocado slices followed by cold meats,
coleslaw, cucumber and potato salad and then a sweet of chocolate roulade and orange
slices.

Each paragraph, introduced by the Rabbi, was read first in impeccable Hebrew and then in
expressive English by individual diners, including many children. An unhurried but steady

pace was maintained throughout, thereby enabling the whole including the meal and

traditional songs to be traversed in just over three hours, which meant we did not receive

the call from our students, telling us that it was time for !

The highlight was probably the rendering of �� with each of the characters being acted
out by masked children and adults, producing the most hilarious animal and, in some cases,
bloodcurdling noises.

Thanks must go to the organisers, Jill Pr aided by Anita, Bernice, Frances, Rosie and Sheila,
not to mention the members themselves, who removed the tables and restored the seating
ready for the next morning’s service. So far as the writer was concerned, it was probably the
best Seder of all time!!

L K

Rabbi Mason Asks – Did you Know Why?

In this edition of Chadashot I will begin asking a simple question – Why? Why do we do things
the way we do? I will look at some of our customs and provide some insights into the reasons
behind them.

Why is the Bima (where Rabbi reads Torah) meant to be in the middle of the Shul?
A technical answer is that we want all those in the Synagogue to hear the Torah reading
therefore we place the bimah in the middle. But there is another reason. When we read the
Torah in Synagogue it is like we are receiving the Torah anew as we did many hundreds of
years ago on Mount Sinai. At the Sinaitic experience, the Jewish nation stood round the
mountain. So we place the bimah in the middle and stand round it. This would also the
explain the custom of many who stand while the Torah is being read.

Why do we need a parochet (curtain cover) to be in front of the Ark or Aron Kodesh that
houses the scrolls of the Torah?
We are told in the Torah that when the Tabernacle was erected, it contained an area called
‘holy’ where offerings were made, and ‘holy of holies’ where the tablets of law were housed in
the ark of the covenant. Between these areas was a ‘parochet’, which separated between
them. Our Synagogue in many ways likens the Tabernacle and the subsequent Temple so we
also place a parochet in front of the Ark. There is also an opinion that since the Ark carries
with it a great deal of holiness, we should not look at it, and rather cover it with something.
This is another function of the parochet.



Why when one prays the Amida (Silent Prayer) does one need to have their feet together?
We are told that the angels always had their feet together. Furthermore, it is considered
praiseworthy to aim to pray like an angel – in other words to pray with total concentration on
God and with no distracting thoughts of worldly affairs. This is admittedly difficult – usually we
have something on our mind pulling our thoughts away from our Creator. But by putting our
feet together we are showing what type of prayer we really want and hoping that this device
will focus our prayers that bit better.

Why do we fix the Mezuza on our door at an angle?
There is a debate between two famous Jewish scholars, Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki
1040-1105) and his grandson Rabbi Jacob Tam (known as Rabbenu Tam 1100-1171) as to
whether the Halacha requires the mezuza to be horizontal or vertical on our doorpost. So as
to fulfil both these opinions, we put the mezuza at an angle pointing inwards. Interestingly
enough, Rabbi Elijah the Gaon from Vilna (1720-1797) decided according to Rashi that one
should fix the mezuza vertically and many go according to this opinion.

Elisheva Mason’s column

After the endless days of preparation for Pesach and 8 days of the festival, we might feel a
little bit tired. We don’t really want to think about the next festival. So how we still be inspired
by upcoming festival of Shavuot?

Shavuot, remembering the important day of giving the Torah to the Jewish people seems to
be little bit hidden away. Its date is not mentioned in the Torah itself and the most important
reason given for the festival is not mentioned in the Torah either. We are meant to count 49
days from Pesach to this festival; we are also meant to rest on that day. The Torah does
describe the festival as an agricultural festival to thank God for the wheat harvest which
occurs at this time if the year. In Temple times people would bring offerings in the Temple.
We need to search a bit to find that this festival also commemorates the giving of the Torah
on Mount Sinai. Why is this?

Our goal as Jewish people is to find the festival. We have to find its date; we have to find its
reason and find its purpose in our lives. On that day God spoke to the whole nation face to
face at first and He made us his special treasured nation. He planted in us the special spark
of holiness that keeps us going and keeps us together. Only when we realise what Shavuot
represents - God’s revelation to the whole nation on Mount Sinai, we can then look in
ourselves and find in us the spark of spiritual desire to serve God and be close to Him. This is
a way in which we can go though the festival and be uplifted and inspired.

Floras Talk at a reunion of Old Kingstonians
I did not think that I would know anybody in the group, but I was delighted to see a few of my
old friends.

My family moved to Surbiton round about 1930, at that time there was a Shool, it was in
Catherine Road, where "Riverside Court" is now. I believe that it opened during the first World
War, and closed in 1935. Harold Shattock's Bar Mitzvah was the last one held there.

We were going to move, my father realized that there was going to be a War, and quite rightly
thought that people would be moving out of London, therefore it was better to stay put.

During the War religious services began in our house, and over the Yomtovim, we stored our
lounge furniture to make room for everybody. The men were in the lounge itself and the
women in our hall. By 1942 the numbers had grown and our house was no longer big enough,
it was arranged that we hired the Claremont Hall, when this was no longer available we



moved to the "Assembly Rooms" where services, on Shabbas and Yomtov were held until the
Shool was built.

Round about 1942, a large house near my home came on the market and my father invited
several people to join him in buying this as a Shool, Cheder and a flat for a Minister.
Unfortunately, no one was prepared to go in with him. However, he was determined that there
would be a Shool in the area, to this end he kept his eyes and ears open.

Just after the War a piece of land in Uxbridge Road came up for sale, and somehow or other
this was purchased. However, the committee that was formed had to persuade the United
Synagogue that building a Shool in the area was a good idea, of course this took some time.
Then building permission was needed and this at that time, was very difficult to obtain,
especially as houses needed to be built. However, the then Mayor of Surbiton who lived in our
road, and my father began the process of buttering him up, if you can call presenting him now
and then with bottles of Whisky, which was then in short supply, buttering him up.

Renee Estrin's brother, Alec Redhouse was the architect and his wife designed the stain
glass windows. Charlie Litchenfeld laid the foundation stone and building began. Rosh
Hashanah 1956, while the Shool had not yet been completed we dovened there for the first
time, after the Yomtovim we moved back to the Assembly rooms until the Shool was finished.
The official opening of the Shool was performed by Harry Grant. The first minister Bernd
Koshland was appointed as the first minister and he served for four years.

To tell you the truth, I would much rather have talked about my life since coming to Israel.

Czech Scroll Group

March 2006: Recent Activities

Ostrava and Prague

1. With the benefit of the grants from Awards for All and the Royal Borough of Kingston,
I have been enabled to travel to Ostrava to continue our research into the history of
Ostrava and its Jewish Community on site and spend a few days in Prague in the
Jewish Museum continuing the work

2. I met the Deputy Mayor of Ostrava (the Mayor was called away to a visit or meeting).
I presented him with a letter of good wishes from the Mayor of the Royal Borough of
Kingston and also with a copy of Out of the Midst of the Fire (the story of the Czech
Memorial Scrolls Trust) on behalf of Kingston Surbiton and District Synagogue. The
Deputy Mayor expressed appreciation that someone had come from Kingston to
pursue the research and he explained the historical importance of the Jewish
Community to the history and development of Ostrava. He also explained that
Ostrava and indeed the Czech Republic as a whole is keen to develop strong links
with Israel. In a few weeks, there will be a major Israeli exhibition at the main large
book store in Ostrava.

3. The Deputy Mayor expressed the hope that others would come from the UK and
emphasised that the City authorities would do anything they could to help such visits
and encouraged us, or any of our Ostrava network, to contact him for any help
needed.

4. In Ostrava I spent some time in the City Archive, looking into the documents relating
to the early history of the Jewish Community and also into newspaper reports of the
destruction of the synagogues in June 1939. Dr Przybylová and Mag. Šustkova were
extremely helpful and I am most grateful to them.



5. Local Czech television broadcast a short piece on Kingston and its Ostrava Scroll,
including a short interview with me.

6. Dr Leo Pavlat and his team in the Jewish Museum in Prague were also extremely
helpful and allowed me access to more archive material and promised me further
copies of photographs, pictures and documents. I am very grateful to them.

7. Czech Radio interviewed me (for an English language broadcast) about the trip and
the background to Kingston’s Ostrava Scroll.

8. The Jewish Museum in Prague will celebrate its centenary this year (it continued to
function throughout the war!) and Czech Television is making a documentary about it,
to be broadcast late this year. The Producer interviewed me to find out the
background to my visit, as the Czech Scrolls’ story will be a significant part of the
programme. He is interested in “The second life of the Scrolls” and will possibly want
some material filmed in Kingston.

9. During the visit, we collected a large amount of new material and information, which
will take many weeks to absorb and structure.

British Czech and Slovak Association

1. On 2nd March we gave a talk, Steel and Synagogues, Sausages and Schnapps – The
Story behind Scroll 129, to an audience of about 70 people.

Advert
ISRAELI HANDYMAN

All property maintenance
Painting and decorating
Plastering and tiling
Carpentry and woodwork
Roofing and flat roof
References available
Free quotes and advice

Tel: Elan on 07944 484701

KINGSTON ISRAEL TOUR 2007

Following the tremendous success of this year’s Kingston Israel Tour we are planning another
Tour for February or May 2007 with a different itinerary.

If you’re interested please contact Colin or Hazel

Letter from Israel

It's now Chol Hamoed Pesach - The Intermediate days of Pesach.The weather is sunny and
warm and the roads are jammed with almost all the country taking advantage of the holiday
and the favorable weather to spend the day by the sea or in the various forests for a picnic.



As I have said ' almost all the country', not all, because this afternoon, the swearing-in of
Israel's new parliament is taking place amidst a festive atmosphere;red carpets are rolled,
flowered lapels are being distributed and trumpets readied amidst the pomp and ceremony.

As the members of the Knesset and distinguished guests were arriving, news got out that a
suicide bomber - a 16 years old Palestinian youth blew himself up in Tel Aviv, killing nine and
injuring to close 70 others, of course, this cast a great shadow on the proceedings in the
Knesset and is a painful reminder that when all the festivities are over and gone, there is a
country to be run and there are many challenges ahead.

The new Knesset represents a changing of the guard, one which goes beyond Sharon;s
absence. No fewer than 41 MKs-that's more than a third of the Knesset were sworn in for the
first time, many of them from the new party Kadima and the Pensioners Party, neither of
them were in the previous Knesset.

The Pensioners Party caught the Israeli population by surprise, one thing that is certain is
that this is not only a new political party, but a new political phenomenon in this country. The
pensioners didn't win the seven seats by accident or magic; it won them with an imaginative,
original election campaign that went against the grain in a thoroughly calculated way.

The identity created for the pensioners was of a fighting anti-establishment movement, the
outcast taking on the elite and making a bold, confrontational demand for recognition. It was
designed to capture the attention of the media. If pensioners are voting for a pensioner, that's
not news, but if young people are voting for a pensioners party that's news.

Old and young came together in the end with the spirit and momentum of a popular
movement, more importantly for the Pensioners Party is that the other motifs of this election,
such as voter disaffection and emphasis on socioeconomics issues, aren't necessarily one-
time phenomena. Moreover, it seems that with so much public demand for action; with the
economy growing again, the Pensioners Party, is considered to be included in the formation
of a coalition Government, is almost certain to make good on its campaign promise to win
solid budget increases for Israel's elderly - it's clear they'll succeed.

Mordechai Berkowitz

Communal Lunch
Communal Lunch to launch the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Shule and the 350th

anniversary of the settlement of the Jews in England
Guest speaker: Dr Helen Setright

A different Pesach

While most of you were preparing for Pesach and busy clearing and cleaning, I was also
working hard. My work, though also physical, was of a far more pleasurable kind.

The week before Pesach I headed off, with a small group of CCF Cadets to Wales.
Snowdonia to be precise and yes before you ask, there was snow there. In fact the weather
was surprisingly warm considering we were so close to snow. However there was an awful lot
of hail. Was I preparing for the ten plagues I asked myself, would I find locusts and boils too?
It is quite funny really, when something is on your mind (like Pesach) how you find so many
things to associate with it.

Before I went I was supplied with provisions, though not the kind most Jewish mothers send
you with. My provisions were Chumatz free as I would not be returning until the afternoon of
first Seder night. I had packet cake (previously unseen in our household!), crisps, sweets,



chocolate. |I was given very strict instructions not to eat any of it until the allocated day,
though it was tempting!

I had a fantastic time and went rock climbing, caving, abseiling, kayaking, hiking, hill walking,
zip wiring and orienteering and did loads more. We were up at 6.00am every morning. This
really is before the crack of dawn for me and I had very little sleep. There were nine of us in
our billet and we were up most of the night mucking about enjoying ourselves, much to the
displeasure of the few who actually tried to get some sleep!

I had an amazing time and we arrived back at school, with just enough time to get ready for
Seder (and of course to refuel on worsht and eggs). I managed to stay awake most of the
evening but by midnight my sleep deprivation took over!

The Two-Minute Haggadah

A Passover service for the impatient.

Opening prayers:

Thanks, God, for creating wine. (Drink wine.)

Thanks for creating produce. (Eat parsley.)

Overview: Once we were slaves in Egypt. Now we're free. That's why we're doing this.

Four questions:
1. What's up with the matzoh?
2. What's the deal with horseradish?
3. What's with the dipping of the herbs?
4. What's this whole slouching at the table business?

Answers:
1. When we left Egypt, we were in a hurry. There was no time for making decent bread.
2. Life was bitter, like horseradish.
3. It's called symbolism.
4. Free people get to slouch.

A funny story: Once, these five rabbis talked all night, then it was morning. (Heat soup now.)

The four kinds of children and how to deal with them:
Wise child- explain Passover.
Simple child- explain Passover slowly.
Silent child- explain Passover loudly.
Wicked child- browbeat in front of the relatives.

Speaking of children: We hid some matzoh. Whoever finds it gets five bucks.

The story of Passover: It's a long time ago. We're slaves in Egypt. Pharaoh is a nightmare.
We cry out for help. God brings plagues upon the Egyptians. We escape, bake some matzoh.
God parts the Red Sea. We make it through; the Egyptians aren't so lucky. We wander 40
years in the desert, eat manna, get the Torah, wind up in Israel, get a new temple, enjoy
several years without being persecuted again. (Let brisket cool now.)

The 10 Plagues: Blood, Frogs, Lice, you name it.

The singing of "Dayenu":
If God had gotten us out of Egypt and not punished our enemies, it would've been enough. If



he'd punished our enemies and not parted the Red Sea, it would've been enough.

If he'd parted the Red Sea(Remove gefilte fish from refrigerator now.)

Eat matzoh. Drink more wine. Slouch.

Thanks again, God, for everything.

SERVE MEAL.

2000 Years
Not wishing to incur the wrath of the editor, I must confess that my report on this play is more
positive than hers.

In fact I laughed myself silly and came away from this theatrical work smiling like a newly
wed. Perhaps a few weeks smoothing off the rough edges i.e. the actors actualy learning their
lines has made a difference or perhaps the fact that I had just enjoyed a few pints of
Newcastle Brown Ale had affected my critical faculties. What do you think ?
In my opinion,one has to survive many theatrical disappointments before being rewarded by
the experience that justifies the schlep to the West End on a boring coach journey on a dreary
damp evening across Southwest London. For me, Mike Leigh’s 2000 Years, the January
HSC theatrical offering, was indeed The Reward.

This play, staged at the small atmospheric Cottesloe Theatre (NT) is a 100% Jewish
production, which veers from the sardonic to the amusing and even hilarious. The characters
include Danny (Alan Gardiner), the dentist, a slightly hen-pecked character with jokes at
regular intervals to help him cope with the stresses that life present. His wife, Rachel
(Caroline Gruber) is the cool ‘I’m a coping Jewish mother, but only just’ and son Josh (Ben
Caplan) the slightly exaggerated post-teenager ‘finding religion’ and arguing with one and all
when not sulking in the corner pondering at life’s tsureses.

Excellent performances by daughter Tammy (Alexis Zegeman) hoping to save the
underprivileged of South America, her boyfriend, Tzachi (Nitzan Sharon), the easy going
Israeli witnessing the Anglo-Jewish family over-react to their broigeses and indulging in self
flagellation. A hillarious performance by Michelle (Samantha Spiro) with an exhibition of a
super charged Vanessa Feltz that had the audience in stitches. Credit too, to Dov (John
Burgess), the grumpy granddad we have all met guaranteed to cause embarrassment at any
simcha or family gathering. If he is not a Jewish actor, he should be.

This is a play about a Jewish family as viewed from the outside but though slightly OTT, it is
so familiar. The dialogue is excellent, as one would expect from Mike Leigh. ‘Rich, funny and
moving’ it says in the programme which for a change is not an exaggeration. There were a
few topical scenes on the Palestinian issue, which I was dreading but they turned out to be
unbiased, with the Israeli character standing his ground and rejecting coarse anti-Zionist
rhetoric with humour.

I saw Abigail’s Party many years ago and was expecting a final climax, but no, the message
for me was 2000 Years of Jewish life – plus ca change, plus c’est la meme chose.

The play returns to London after a UK tour from Saturday 25th March at the National Theatre.
If you find a ticket in the streets of Kinston, grab it. Otherwise treat yourself already. You’re
worth it!!!!!!

Box Office. 020 7452 3000

Marcel Ladenheim



JUST FOR LAUGHS

The unlikely combination of BBC Chairman Michael Grade and actor Warren Mitchell telling
Jewish jokes, and Greville Janner acting as the Master of Ceremonies, in the rather beautiful
but sombre surroundings of the Reform Club in Pall Mall might have seemed slightly bizarre,
but the object of raising money for scholarships for students to study at the Jewish Music
Institute was very serious. Fortified by a delicious lunch and stimulating company, Michael
Grade began with a familiar sounding phrase ‘we believe if you miss a meal you die!’ Hearing
his (sort of) Yiddish accent recounting stories was a far cry from discussing the BBC White
Paper released the previous day. Warren Mitchell, minus moustache – and hair – gave an
entertaining quick fire set of faintly familiar jokes. Judging by the laughter everyone
thoroughly enjoyed hearing them again.
The Jewish Music Institute SOAS does fantastic work and the evocative music played at the
event was just a minute sample of what is achieved. We have music in our blood and it must
be perpetrated!

Simone H

2 0 0 5

2005 is over !

Hav’ent we Jews in Britain forgotten something ?

Is the Entente Cordiale over when we have just celebrated its First Century

Has the 100 years war not yet ended ?

Do we still resent “ Traders”, specially the Most Celebrated Jewish French Wine Merchant,

Is it because Britons still worship Beer and Gin

Why Have we in England ignored a master in the Art of Biblical Commentary

Why did the Rabbis ignored to celebrate a Scholar whom they never fail to refer to from their
pulpits every Shabbat ?

Why did the British Jewish Press has ignored to Commemorate the 9th Century of his
passing.

A man celebrated in Israel ,France, Begium,Italy and forgotten in the UK.

Whom am I talking about ?

Chimeon ben Yitshak Israel better known as RASHI.

It is the oldest and most probably the most persistent of traditions of the People of Israel:
from time immemorial , commenting the biblical text has been the favourite sport.

Generation after Generation Jews have read in all manners
All the verses of the Five books of Moses .
To each geographical sphere its speciality,
To each historical epoch its commentators!
There was those of the Talmud Constitution Period.Those of the Greek cycle and those who
have encompassed the diverse aspects of the Jewish philosophy of the Midle Ages and
those of the HASKALAH , the jewish enlightment.



Each commentator has his own vision of the world.
There is not a single verse of the Biblical story which since its beginning has not given rise to
questioning , discussion, multiple interpretation and often contradictory.

We have to wait until the X1th Century for the art of biblical commentary find, near Troyes in
France ,find its Maestro : RASHI.

He is the Mozart, whom we incidentally will be celebrating in great pump and ceremony his
250th anniversary, of the commentary. Precision, concision, simplicity, didactic, concern for
the detail: RASHI has no equal for explaining the difficult , ambiguous, lost, obsolete wording,
He has no equal to put matters in true perspective

RASHI is no ordinary man! So much so that his readers , regulars or periodic, scholars or
beginners, asked how they could understand anything to the talmudic word before this
prodigal son of French jewry, wine grower , embark on this gigantic and indispensable work.

RASHI’S commentary is written in a very personal way and is addressed to all of us erudite
or not.

RASHI looks to reconcile the texts which seem contradictory and particularly the text which
relate to the creation . But he never does it as a philosopher, which he is not!

He dies before finishing his commentary on JOB’s book.

This is the scholar we have omitted to recognised in Britain.

RIVERSIDE CLUB

Every Tuesday people gather in the Shul hall for chat, for companionship and last, but not
least, for consuming good food.

Various activities are on hand, after a welcoming warm drink and biscuits. There is always a
lively discussion group – if there is sufficient energy left after the exercise class! We
onlookers have noticed a recent proliferation of sticks among participants and are wondering
if there is a secret ‘synchronised stick-waving’ society being formed.

A magnificent lunch revives everyone so they can enjoy some entertainment – singers,
musicians, comedians, quizzes. In fact, all tastes are catered for.

As Purim fell on a Tuesday this year Rabbi Mason (hidden beneath a teddy bear costume)
read (and acted) the Megillah for us.

You would be made most welcome if you could find the time to join us for a few hours.

Pearl G

South London Limmud - A pre - Purim Festival to remember - in
partnership with Roehampton University.
It was a cold but bright day in South London. Roehampton Lane was packed full of
Limmudniks heading for Roehampton University, Southlands College. CST and the University
security were in place and the dozens of volunteers briefed and ready to go.



After months of preparation, planning and meetings this one day Limmud turned out be just
about as good as we could have possibly imagined. There were over 700 people, including
about 150 children and teens who attended during the day. Regrettably over 100 people were
turned away in the last week because we had agreed maximum numbers with the university.

After Shabbat the core team of organisers, spouses and any body else who happened to be
available, descended on Southlands College. Hundreds of conference packs were
assembled, signs were put up, furniture re-arranged, last minute changes negotiated and an
endless list of tasks ticked off as everyone got into the swing. The atmosphere was buzzing
and the community spirit was tangible. The cross communal nature of Limmud is a real
strength and the encouragement of inter-faith dialogue was an aspect of the programme
which appealed to the University. Those of us who have close involvement with Roehampton
know that this university is supportive of initiatives which foster increased understanding of
different faith communities and projects which require collaboration and often partnership.

KS and DS members could be seen throughout the day. All ages hurrying to the next event
or sauntering through the corridors, chatting, debating, munching, smiling-meeting and
greeting friends and acquaintances from all around South London and beyond, yes beyond,
from north of the river! Helen Se held her audience with a session on misrule in Purim and
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and David Pr shared cantorial jewels of the last hundred years.

One of the inter-faith sessions focused on whether faith schools are appropriate in our multi-
faith society. I was delighted that everyone on the panel turned up as planned and what’s
more they seemed to have read my numerous e-mails with extracts from the media and
suggestions for what might come up once we began to interact with the audience. The mix of
Muslims, Christians and Jews talking among themselves and with audience members and the
contributions from academics, students, a social worker, a Head Teacher and an Imam
seemed to provide a recipe for true dialogue. Views were certainly different, opposing
positions were taken but mutual respect was one of the striking qualities which permeated the
whole discussion. The packed room did not discourage many people from stating their views
and asking questions. The conclusion was not decisive (Would it be I ask you?) but there
were common issues which emerged from all sides, such as the importance of family and
community and ensuring that young people have the opportunity to meet with people of
different faiths as well as gaining confidence in their own identity …whichever type of
schooling they experience.

The full programme had 10 choices every hour. Varied activities and outstanding presenters
included
Musicians, dancers, artists, distinguished panels on Israel and the media
Middle Eastern dance and drumming
Forum on faith education
Human rights and interfaith discussions
Jewish humour from the Edinburgh fringe
Text study from South London sages and Limmud favourites
Sessions celebrating 350 years of Jews in Britain
Calligraphy, cantorial music, film, Purim and Shakespeare, Yiddish, football in Israel and
much more

Young Limmud had an amazing programme including a Purim show, mask making, fancy
dress and face painting, dance workshops, Purim Quest and making mishloach manot. The
children were organised and supervised by experienced and enthusiastic teachers and
leaders who made sure every participant was catered for.

The Teen programme included text study, social action and meeting up with youngsters
across London.

The shuk was lively and attracted people all day long and the party in the evening was
relaxed and fun. No one complained about the food and most people really enjoyed it.



Organisers of such an event know it is impossible to please everyone all the time but this
event was certainly appreciated by large number of people, and not just those who were on
the committees! From the many feedback comments here are just a very few.

I'm so happy you dragged me to Limmud!
So different from everything else and so great!"
I have to confess that I felt very deprived because I was not there yesterday
Just hearing friends talk about it was so wonderful.
I was here working from lunchtime until late in the evening and……..the event went off
wonderfully well. ……... When I arrived, the college was hardly recognisable in places; when
I left at about 10.15pm, everything was back in its normal place. (This is a flavour of the
college principal’s e-mail to me after the event.)

Shirley L

A Quiz evening

We all enjoy quizzes, if the attendance at past Shul events is anything to go by. We were
recently attracted to a unique multi-venue supper quiz last February that WIZO were running
nationally taking part in the comfort and security of one’s own home! The basic idea was that
participants organised teams to join them in their home, and then over supper took part in a
quiz that had been previously mailed to them. The quiz came with strict instructions indicating
the time it was to be opened, following which the answers had to be entered into a special
website by a designated deadline that same evening. We were free to research our answers
however we wanted but the quiz was cleverly designed so that very little could be looked up
on the internet, making it fair to all.

Teams took part all over the country at venues as geographically separate as Jersey and
Northern Ireland. Our team comprising Rosemary R, Judy Sf, Michele and Galen Ro, Hazel
and Colin Green, Sandra and Michael Z and Jed Levl did so well that we came a creditable
third out of 90 teams! We had a fun evening and played our part in helping WIZO raise over
£15,000.

Hazel and Michael M



The AUSW Annual Quiz

Annually, just before Purim, 10 intrepid ladies make the rush hour trek/journey to Hendon
Synagogue to represent KS & DS Ladies Guild in the Association of United Synagogue
Women’s annual quiz.

Our motto is: “It’s not the taking part that counts but the winning!!” This year we climbed up
the rankings to third place (well technically fourth because there were two ‘second equals’).
Not bad – considering we have to make the longest journey out of some 30 teams, being one
of only two from South London – but not as good as the “first equal” achieved a few years
ago.

Every year we learn a different text and this year’s text was Jonah with Rabbinic
commentaries but we also need to have a wide general knowledge and talent for lateral
thinking. For example, this question appeared in a round called “Mr and Mrs”:
“Which woman reputedly from Borehamwood is on the table at most of the simchas you go to
but you will never meet her in the flesh?”
Answer (correctly given by Sandra) you will find at the foot of the page.

This year’s team consisted of Marianne C, Pearl G, Judith L, Etta R, Carolyn Rn, Ann R,
Rosie R, Sandra S, Elise W, and myself. I have to thank them all for participating and making
the effort to learn their portions of the text. I believe that they enjoyed, as much as I did, the
cut and thrust of competition, the discussion on the answers to the various questions and the
meeting of old acquaintances from other communities.

Here’s to next year and regaining the trophy!!

Linda K

“Answer: ‘Mrs Elswood.’”



COOKERY

Butternut squash and ginger soup

Ingredients:

1 onion
1 leek
30 g root ginger
Knob of butter or Tomar
1 kg butternut squash
500 ml vegetable stock
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 tbs pumpkin seeds

Method:
Chop the onion, and leek, peel and grate the ginger and cook in the butter or Tomar until soft.
Peel, deseed and chop the squash and add to the pan with the stock. Bring to the boil and
add salt and pepper and simmer for 20 minutes. Blend when cool in a liquidiser then strain
through a sieve. Toast pumpkin seeds and scatter them on top when ready to serve.


