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Ostravak Reunion 
 
Robert Liebman wrote a report of our Reunion:  
 

“The Eighth Annual Ostravak Reunion - which reunites Holocaust 

survivors and their families who originated from the Czech city of 

Ostrava - was held at the Czech Embassy on 27 April, three days before 

the 69th Anniversary of the Liberation of Ostrava by the Red Army in 

1945.  Dr David Lawson, of Kingston Synagogue's Ostrava Scroll 

Group, hosted the 75 guests, who included visitors who came from the 

USA, Vietnam, Austria and Czech Republic, the Danish visitor being 

unable to attend, at the last minute.  "Of Ostrava’s approximately 

10,000 Jews, we know the names of at least 3,604 who were deported 

and murdered. The actual total must have been much higher," Dr 

Lawson said.  

 

Kingston Synagogue's received a Sefer Torah on permanent loan from 

the Czech Memorial Scrolls Trust, based in Westminster Synagogue. It 

was one of 1,564 torahs - unlikely survivors - that were stored in a 

disused synagogue in Prague after the war.  "This year's reunion marks 

the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the scrolls in Britain," Dr Lawson 

said in his welcoming remarks.   
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He introduced guest of honour Bertie Goldberg who, at 95, is the oldest 

surviving Ostravak.   

  

Goldberg’s two brothers escaped with him, but all the other members of 

his family were unable to leave and were killed. He currently heads a 

large extended family of 116, most of whom live in England and Israel.  

Bertie founded the Skirtex company and is now involved in property. 

“I’m the first one in the office every morning and the last one out”, he 

said.  His wife, Hannah, said “Bertie loves parties and is delighted to 

celebrate his birthday with all the Ostravaks”.  

 

David announced, "We have just started researching and writing a book 

- Steel and Schnapps, Sausages and Soldiers, Scrolls and Survival - the 

Story of Ostrava and its Jewish Community – which will involve four 

authors and translation and other costs. We are currently raising funds 

for this project.” 

  

The book’s arrival will be timely. "Inevitably the number of surviving 

Ostravaks dwindles every year," Lawson added. "We now have perhaps 

the final opportunity to tap into resources and provide future 

generations with a full, personal and accurate historical record of 

Jewish Ostrava".  

 

Also speaking at this year's reunion were Evelyn Friedländer, the 

Director of the Memorial Scrolls Trust, and Hana Šústková, Head of 

Archives of the Vitkovice Machinery Group, the successor of the 

Rothschild-Guttman coal and steel company which dominated pre-war 

Ostrava. The Chairman of the Vitkovice Group recently presented a 

most striking and emotive woodcut of “Children in the Ghetto”, by 

Helena Salichová, to the Scrolls Group and this was on display at the 

Reunion”. 
 
A very short paragraph about the Reunion appeared in the Jewish Chronicle.  
More interesting is the YouTube video by Cedric Isaac and Hanna Klein 
(husband and wife, friends of George Roden) – see hanaced’s channel on 
you tube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7vpc2igqvY .  The photographs 
of David illustrate Cedric’s acerbic sense of humour! 
 
At the Reunion, David received some original material: 
 

1. Barbara Gilford Buchsbaum gave him a copy of her father’s (John 
Buchsbaum, son of Ignatz Buchsbaum the book publisher in Ostrava) 
story.  It is about 100 pages of typescript. 

2. Marian Fielding gave him a file of original documents relating to Dr 
Victor Lichtenstern (she previously gave a lot of his letters to his 
fiancée and later wife last year) 

3. Wieslaw Jurkowski gave an updated CD of data relating to the 
Stamberger family. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7vpc2igqvY
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All of them have now been given to the Jewish Museum in Prague, for their 
archive.  If you have original materials you are willing to donate to the 
Jewish Museum, please let David or Monica know.  They will arrange 
collection and delivery. 
 
Hana Šústková gave us a link to information and photographs (all in Czech) 
about the recent reconstruction of the Vítkovice site: 
http://www.dolnioblastvitkovice.cz/  
 
 

2015 Trip to Ostrava: 70th Anniversary of the Liberation 
 
Very few people were able or willing to commit to our booking at the 
Radisson Park Hotel for the trip to Ostrava in April 2015, which coincides 
with the world ice-hockey championships, so hotel rooms are very scarce.  
Others objected that the Park was not in the centre of town,  So we are NOT 
proceeding with the booking but David, who was in Ostrava recently, spoke 
to the Mamaison Hotel (formerly Imperial) and is optimistic that we will be 
able to get rooms there, later in the year. 
 
We will let you have details, as soon as we hear about the rooms. 
 

 
Stolpersteine 
Heinz Vogel is collecting interest and information from people interested in 
laying Stolpersteine in memory of families from Ostrava murdered by the 
Nazis.  The stones will probably be laid in autumn 2015 and we will have to 
commit fairly soon to the programme – it takes quite a lot of organising!.  
Each stone will cost between GBP 125 and GBP150.  Please let Heinz 
(Vogel (heinz@vogel.org.uk   tel: +44 1227763343) know as soon as possible 
if you are interested. 

 
Memorial to the Main Synagogue Destroyed 
 
The memorial to the Main 
Synagogue in Pitlergasse has been 
destroyed, almost certainly for its 
scrap metal value, not out of anti-
semitism.  
 
Jiři Hrdina is leading a project to 
replace it, probably in some material 
of less intrinsic value than bronze. 
 
We will send out further information 
as soon as we have any. 

 

 

http://www.dolnioblastvitkovice.cz/
mailto:heinz@vogel.org.uk
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News of Ostravaks 
 
Hana Slome 

 

Hanna Kleine, friend of George Roden, introduced us (electronically) to 
Hanna Slome from New York, who writes: 
 

I was born in Moravska Ostrava - in a big grey apt house on 

Masarykovo Namesti - it still stands there unchanged.  I grew up in that 

city - and left in 1939 - my father was Dr. Robert Beer, a lawyer, very 

involved in the Jewish Community - my Grandmother Beer lived in 

Zabreh, my mother's mother also lived in Ostrava - her name was Erna 

Schlesinger,  So did her other daughter Edith Brauchbar,  

  

My father's sister was married to Otto Neumann, director of the 

Handelschule in Ostrava,  

  

Just wonder if any of the survivors still remember me!!!!    We were 

very friendly with the Waldapfels who had were involved with cars,  

My brother Hans, or Hanus, was friendly with the Reisz family - Paul 

was his best friend - I knew the Juvelia Borger family who had a store 

on Masarykovo Namesti -   I am really not in touch anymore with 

anyone except for my immediate family whose survivors live in 

Australia.  

  

Thanks for helping me out - at one time I was not interested but now 

suddenly it is all very important to me.  Sincerely, Hanna  

 

Does anyone remember her or her family?  Please let Monica or David 
know, if you do. 
 

 

Marcel Vinokur 

 
Marcel lives now in Palo Alto and was recently visiting his son in 
London.  He found us via the internet and telephoned David.  Marcel 
was born 1929 and still does research into fluid dynamics at NASA! 
 
Marcel was at Kindergarten and primary school with Gershom Zaiček and 
Yehuda Bakon.  Gershom told him about us. 
 
Marcel’s mother (née NEIGER) was the eldest of 5 sisters, 4 emigrated to 
Palestine.  They now dead but Marcel has 4 elderly cousins, one from each 
sister.  They came from Krakow to Ostrava to escape pogroms etc. His 
father was born in Rotmistruvka, SE of Kiev in Ukraine in Feb 1889. His 
mother (née TVERSKI) was descended from a famous rabbinical family so 
he was sent to Yeshiva, but left and became ant-religious but Zionist and 
Jewish-conscious.   
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Marcel lived at 9, Nachradbach (formerly, Michalhod’a).   
 
Does anyone remember him or his family? 
 
Shelly Pomeranz (Zehngut) 

 
Shelly Pomeranz was introduced to us through the Jewish Museum in 
Prague.  She is part of the great Zehngut family and has sent this great 
photo of the wedding of Olga in 1932.  The names of the people shown are:  
 

 

1. Fred Better 

2. Zygmund Zehngut 

3. Adolf (Dollek) Zehngut 

4. Isidor Zehngut 

5. Elieser (Sigi) Luftig 

6. Heinrich Zehngut 

7. Ottek (Otto) Wechsler 

8. Samuel; Gross 

9. Berta Gross 

10. Erik Better 

11. Lizzi(?) Zehngut or Else (Heinrich's 

wife) 

12. Hella Wechsler 

 

 

13. Hermina Lanzer 

14. Heinrich Lanzer 

15. Adele Luftig 

16. Resi Better 

17. Beno Better 

18. Jakob Better 

19. Antonia Zehngut 

20. David Zehngut 

21. Ida Braunhut 

22. Mendel Braunhut 

23. Olga Neiger - her wedding 

24. Helenka Zehngut 
 

 

We would love to hear from anyone with more information about the family. 
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Andrew Kohn 
 
Andrew, who now lives in Dublin, was in touch with Hana Šústková who 
introduced us to him.  He was unable to join us for the Reunion in the Czech 
Embassy, as he was in Ostrava!  He wrote: 
 

On the 28 th April I am celebrating my 66th birthday in Ostrava in the 

Czech Republic. This will be the first time I have been in the Czech 

Republic for 65 years. On the 28April 1948 I was born in the Vitkovice 

Iron Works Hospital, as the communists took control of the 

Czechoslovakian government. In fact according to my father, “When my 

mother was admitted into hospital it was a private fee paying hospital 

by the time she left with me the Communist State paid the bill”.  

 

I spent my 1st year in Bruntal my father’s home town. My father 

Sigmund Kohn with my English mother Marion Kohn and their twin 

daughters had returned to his home town Bruntal/Freudenthal as a 

member of the Free Czech Army in 1945. He re-established the family 

business in Bruntal. At that time Czechoslovakia was a Democratic 

Republic.  The Kohn family had been ‘Grain Merchants’ in Bruntal for 

five generations. 

 

Under The Czech communists regime my father found it difficult to live 

and work. In 1949 we left Czechoslovakia and moved as refugees to the 

United Kingdom.  This was the second time my father was a refugee. 

 

He left Czechoslovakia for Great Britain in1938 as a refugee after the 

Nazis occupied Czechoslovakia. The rest of his family died in 

concentration camps. My uncle and aunt, Hugo Kauder and Irene 

Kauderova, were killed in Auschwitz. My grandmother Ida Kohnova 

died in the ‘show ghetto’ Theresienstadt   

 

My family moved to the Republic of Ireland in 1955.  

 

I have been professional photographer all my working life. Last year I 

retired after teaching photography for 15 years and returned to freelance 

photography. I have been looking for a personal photography project to 

mark this next stage of my career. 

 

I plan to make a photographic record of this journey I will spend a 

week, around my birthday, in the Czech Republic. I have arranged to 

meet with The Mayors of Ostrava and Bruntal and visit the Iron Works 

Hospital. I’ll will visit the Auschwitz Concentration camp. I plan do a 

photoessay on the Ostrava-Vitkovice Iron works witch is on the 

UNESCO European Culture Heritage list. 

 

I will then travel to Theresienstadt where my Grandmother died.  
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We introduced him to Jiři Hrdina, who met him in Ostrava.  Here is a link to 
Andrew’s blog before the trip: 
http://www.andrewkohnphotographer.com/blog/2014/4/return-after-65-years   

Michal Salomonovič sent us a link to Krasna Ostrava, with more information 
about the visit.  It will help you practice your Czech!  
http://www.krasnaostrava.cz/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/KROS-02-2014-web.pdf 

 
Martin Krasnic 
 
Martin, who is a journalist living in Copenhagen, found us on the internet 
(hurrah once again for the marvels of modern electronics!).  He, also, was 
unable to join us at the Reunion, but writes: 
 

Dear Ostravaks 

 

My name is Martin Krasnik from Copenhagen. I am 42 years old, and my 

grandmother was from Ostrava.  Her name was Irma Astmanova. In Terezin, 

she met my Danish grandfather, married him and spend the rest of her life in 

Denmark, where she died in 1974. 

 

Irma never spoke much about her life in Ostrava. I am now trying to find out 

everything I can about her.  How was her life there? Who did she spend time 

with? What did they do? How was her family? Was she happy? My plan is to 

do a film or a book about her. 

 

I am looking for people who knew Irma and her family. If you remember her, 

or if you know anyone who might have known her – please do not hesitate: I 

would be happy to have ANY information at all. 

 

Irma’s parents were Markus Astman and Helena. Her sister was Alice.  The 

family had some kind of clothes or textile shop. Markus was sent to Nisko 

where he died. Helena died in Terezin. Alice survived and moved to America 

and Israel. 

 

Irma's friends (I think) were Erna Bellak and Rosa Adler, the Mayer brothers, 

Inge Wellner and Livia Savorskin. Her boyfriend before the war was Heinz 

Alt.  In Terezin she also knew Jiri Wachtl eller Wachtler. 

 

If any of you could help it would make me very happy! 

 

Please let David or Monica know if you can provide any information. 
 
Dr Helena Schmolková (née Nadel) 
 
Yoram Schiffman had been in contact with us previously about his aunt, 
Hella Nadel but we were unable to provide much more information.  Yoram 
has written once again: 
 

http://www.andrewkohnphotographer.com/blog/2014/4/return-after-65-years%20%20Michal
http://www.andrewkohnphotographer.com/blog/2014/4/return-after-65-years%20%20Michal
http://www.krasnaostrava.cz/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/KROS-02-2014-web.pdf
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You may recall that I had difficulties to identify my aunt Dr Hella Nadel from 

Terezin. I think I wrote to you that difficulties were due to the fact that she was 

more known there as Dr Helena Schmolkova . Once I manage to identify her 

married name I found much information including pictures and documents sent 

to me from the national archive in Prague.  Also as Yad Vashem has interest in 

women physicians in the Holocaust, they gave me further information, for 

example that even in March 1944 she gave a lecture in Terezin 

about “emotions” (this is mentioned in a book about Terezin). 

 

As you kindly published for information about "Hella Nadel" in your bulletin, 

 perhaps you may like to mention there her full name Dr Helena (Hella) 

Schmolkova (Ne Nadel) and perhaps also mention her name to the people in 

Prague who do research about medical facilities for children in Terzin, who 

were unaware of “Dr Hella Nadel”. Maybe her full name will ring a bell with 

them. 

If you knew Dr Schmolkova, please let us know and we will pass the 
information on to Yoram. 
 
 

Jiři Fiedler 
 
Anne Altman sent us a most interesting article from the New York Times: 
 

“EACH piece of reportage has many authors and it is only thanks to 

long-established custom that we sign the text with a single name,” wrote the literary 

journalist Ryszard Kapuscinski.  “They arrange contacts, lend us their homes, or 

quite simply change our lives.” 

Jiri Fiedler changed mine. He opened the door to my family history, as he did for 

hundreds of people who had been cut off from their family pasts by war, 

dispossession, totalitarianism and emigration. Working mostly alone, unpaid and 

anonymous for decades under Communism, and later as a researcher at the Jewish 

Museum in Prague, he documented the history of Jews in the Czech lands and was a 

prolific and often unacknowledged contributor to reports, books, articles and 

museum exhibits. 

Last week, not long after I received one of his cheerily eccentric emails with 

attachments about malapropisms in Czech and English, I discovered that he and his 

wife, Dagmar, had been brutally murdered in their apartment on or about Jan. 31. 

The news came via an email from someone I’d met on the reportorial road in the 

Bohemian-Moravian Highlands. 
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Jili FiedlerCreditJewish Museum in Prague 

Though Jiri and Dagmar Fiedler lived in a panelak, one of the enormous blocks 

of apartments on the outskirts of Prague, with hundreds of residents around 

them, their bodies weren’t discovered until two weeks after the murder. At 79 

and 75, they were regarded as “old people with a cat,” according to a tabloid 

story that reported the murder but did not give their names. In that story, the 

current president of the Czech Republic, Milos Zeman, who once lived in the 

building, was quoted as saying, “I’m sorry to disappoint you, but I didn’t do 

it.” That was all the press coverage I could find. 

Murders are still rare in Prague, and the police declared a news blackout while 

they conducted their investigation. Dagmar and Jiri’s three children, and his 
brother, sent a discreet notice of death to family friends and colleagues. Most 

of the people who knew him and his work remained unaware of his death. Jiri 

had always been reticent, like many in his generation who had grown up under 

Nazism and spent their adulthood under Communist rule. He was naturally a 

loner, “individualistic and a little bit mysterious,” according to Arno Parik, one 

of his colleagues at the Jewish Museum. 

I first met Jiri by mail — snail mail — in 1990, a year after the Velvet 

Revolution, the nonviolent transition from Communist to democratic rule in 

what was then Czechoslovakia. I was writing a book about three generations of 

women in my Central European Jewish family and had sent out inquiries to 

historians of all kinds, to the Jewish Museum in Prague, the Museum of the 

Diaspora in Tel Aviv, and the Central Archives for the History of the Jewish 

People in Jerusalem and to many other places. One day, I received a letter from 

Prague. 

“Because I myself am engaged in researching the history of the now-extinct 

Jewish community,” my unknown correspondent began, “I know you have 

written to the director of the Regional Museum in Jihlava, to the National 

Library and to the Central Archive. I put some things together in my mind and 

that is why I allow myself to disturb you with this letter.” 

I remember wondering whether this self-deprecating formulation was a Czech 

convention or a particular personality trait. 

http://plunkettlakepress.com/wscf.html
http://plunkettlakepress.com/wscf.html
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“I have at home relatively rich files covering the now-extinct Jewish 

communities of Bohemia and Moravia. They are mostly documents concerning 

synagogues, cemeteries and houses, but sometimes you can find in them the 

names of their owners. Maybe on your next visit you could go to the State 

Central Archive. I don’t have the time to do it myself. But if you need me, I 

will be happy to advise you.” 

So began our friendship. We met in 1991 at the children’s publishing house 

where he had worked as a translator and editor for most of his professional life. 

He was then 56, an elfin man with a pronounced stutter who seemed as modest 

as the tiny vase of dandelions on his desk. Collecting Judaica was his longtime 

hobby, he hastened to tell me. It had nothing to do with the rest of his life. He 

had scrutinized his family tree many times searching for a Jewish ancestor to 

explain it and found none. “Some people smoke,” he said. “Some people 

strangle little girls in parks. I bicycle around the country documenting dead 

Jews.” 

I smiled politely. It was not the kind of politically correct remark I’d hear in 

Cambridge, Mass., where I then lived. Perhaps, given his long and solitary 

preoccupation with dead Jews, I thought he was pleased to be talking with a 

live one. 

But after that first remark, Jiri Fiedler turned out to be quite shy. I made out 

that he had been born in the old Moravian city of Olomouc in 1935, that he 

was 10 when the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia ended, that he had 

witnessed the retreat of German soldiers and seen concentration camp 

survivors, who were given temporary housing at his school. 

At 15, he came across and grew interested in an old Yiddish newspaper. By 

himself, working slowly and patiently, he deciphered the Hebrew characters as 

though they were hieroglyphics and taught himself to read Yiddish. He dated 

his interest in local history to about the same time. Mistopis, as local history is 

called in Czech, was one of the few intellectual pursuits that could be safely 

enjoyed under Communism. He began to ride his bicycle down back roads near 

his home, photographing and sketching old churches and other ruined 

buildings, and making lists of historical landmarks. 

After completing his doctorate in linguistics, Jiri took a job as a copy editor 

and by the late 1960s was working for Albatros, a famous publisher of 

children’s literature in Prague. He translated from Polish and Serbo-Croatian 

and proofread hundreds of books, but regarded that as his day job. 

His passion was mistopis. By the 1970s, his interest widened to include old 

Jewish cemeteries and synagogues as well as churches. “Those cemeteries,” he 

told me, “called out to be photographed.” He also began to do rubbings of the 

inscriptions. The tombstones were so overgrown that he began to carry 

gardening tools on his bicycle. 

A former schoolmate of his worked at the Jewish Museum in Prague, and 

during the Communist years, Jiri repeatedly tried to gain access to its archive. 

But the Jewish Museum was closely watched by the secret police during the 
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Communist period and access to state archives was tightly controlled. 

Academics researching Jews in Renaissance Prague were able to do their work, 

but applications by individuals researching more recent history were closely 

tracked and reported. 

He continued to amass his maps, postcards, index cards of data on the dead and 

his photographs alone. 

It became an addiction he could not give up. He had deeds and tax records of 

former Jewish houses and streets; town maps with Jewish houses marked in 

red (including my father’s hometown and the house my great-grandfather had 

built); files of correspondence with dozens of local archivists. He knew the 

locals everywhere he went and by the 1980s had become an international 

consultant to anyone researching Czech Jews. His Judaica collection filled the 

shelves and cabinets of one whole room of his four-room apartment and 

included some 70,000 photographs. 

In 1996, after the Jewish Museum was reorganized on post-Communist lines, 

Jiri was invited to join the staff. He published his one book, “Jewish Sights of 

Bohemia and Moravia,” and continued to work on the “Encyclopedia of Jewish 

Settlements in the Czech Republic” a 30-year project that now contains 1,670 

entries in electronic form. 

He had no Wikipedia page. No one in Prague could locate a résumé or 

interview or short bio. 

Jiri was allergic to personal P.R. Once, when I asked him to raise his hand and 

be acknowledged at a reception at the American ambassador’s home in Prague, 

he quipped that I was creating a “cult of personality” around him. In our age of 

way too much information, Jiri left barely a footprint online. 

But just as he had been one of the authors of my reportage, I want to be one of 

his. Several of the people in Prague who knew him sent me their impressions 

of him, but none had any firm facts to provide. A neighbor describes an elderly 

couple who kept to themselves and consulted her only when they had some 

problem with their cat. Various colleagues have learned that the apartment was 

not forced open. Nothing seemed to have been stolen. The police have no 

suspect and no motive. 

An announcement posted on the website of the Jewish Museum of Prague is 

carefully worded. “The circumstances of his death have not yet been fully 

clarified,” it reads in part. “On account of his work, he earned the animosity of 

the secret police and aroused the suspicion of others.” And, “At a time when 

the Jewish cultural heritage of Bohemia and Moravia was treated with utter 

contempt, he produced a trove of work that can be drawn on by future 

generations of researchers in the area of Jewish topography.” 

Jiri was a man who managed to hold on to his humanity under two of the most 

brutal periods of totalitarianism in the 20th century. He did so unobtrusively, with 

grace and a good measure of mischief. His memory is a blessing and an 

inspiration. 

http://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Sights-Bohemia-Moravia-Fiedler/dp/809008950X
http://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Sights-Bohemia-Moravia-Fiedler/dp/809008950X
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US Holocaust Memorial Museum 
 
The Ostrava material in the Jewish Museum in Prague is now available through 
the USHMM website in Washington!  Ellen Hegen wrote: 
 

I just wanted to let you know that the Ostrava Jewish Community collection is 

available to researchers and in our catalog.  You can find the catalog record 

here: 

http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn74926 

 

Jewish  Heritage Europe 
 
Ruth Gruber of JHE sent me information about their new website: 
www.jewish-heritage-europe.eu  which has lots of valuable information and is 
worth a visit.  We will send them a copy of our Newsletter in future, so we 
might hear from lots more Ostravaks! 
 
 

Divadlo Antonína Dvořáka 
 
David was recently in Ostrava and went to the first night of “The Devil’s Wall” 
by Smetana at the Antonin Dvořák theatre.  The theatre is a gem, (see also 
http://www.ndm.cz/cz/stranka/23-divadlo-antonina-dvoraka.html ) and the 
performance was wonderful.  And all for the princely sum of CzKr 460 (ca 
GBP14) which included a glass of white wine in the intervals!  A visit is 
strongly recommended.  And, if you are very lucky, you will meet Dr Blazena 
Przybylová, the City Archivist, there as David did!. 
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